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County of Fresno



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

MELISSA CREGAN
AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER/

SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES
EXTRACTS FROM LEGAL CODES PERTAINING TO DOGS
Listed below for your convenience and reference are selected extracts from appropriate legal codes.  This quoted information is not offered as a recommendation for any type of action on your part.  Any action would be solely at your discretion.  Additional information may be found in Sections 31101, 31107, 31108, 31109, 31151, 31402, 31505, 31506 and 31507 of the California Agricultural Code.

CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURAL CODE
   Collar and tag regulations
   30951.  It is unlawful for any person to own, harbor, or keep any dog over the age of four months, or to 
permit such dog which is owned, harbored, or controlled by him to run at large, unless the dog has 
attached to its neck or leg a substantial collar on which one of the following is fastened:

   

(a) A metallic tag which gives the name and post office address of the owner.

   

(b) A metal license tag which is issued by the authority of a county, city and county, or any 

        


municipal corporation for the purpose of identifying the dog and designating the 



owner.

   Dog killing livestock and poultry
   31102.  Except in an area in which the provisions of Article 2 (commencing with Section 31151) of this 
chapter apply or as otherwise provided in Section 31104, any person may kill any dog in any of the 
following cases:

(a) The dog is found in the act of killing, wounding, or persistently pursuing or worrying livestock or poultry on land or premises which are not owned or possessed by the owner of the dog.

(b) The person has such proof as conclusively shows that the dog has been recently engaged in killing or wounding livestock or poultry on land or premises which are not owned or possessed by the dog's owner.

No action, civil or criminal, shall be maintained for the killing of any such dog.
   Restrictions on seizing or killing offending dog
31103.  Except in an area in which the provisions of Article 2 (commencing with Section 31151) of 
this chapter apply or as otherwise provided in Section 31104, any dog entering any enclosed or  
unenclosed property upon which livestock or poultry are confined may be seized or killed by                  the owner or tenant of the property or by any employee of the owner or tenant.  No action, civil               or criminal, shall be maintained against the owner, tenant, or employee for the seizure or killing            of any such dog.

31104.  The provisions of Sections 31102 and 31103 shall not apply to any dog which is inside the 
corporate limits of any city, or city and county, or to any dog which is under the reasonable  
control of his owner or keeper, unless the dog is actually caught in the act of worrying, 
wounding, chasing, or killing any livestock or poultry.
31152.  Any person may kill any dog in any area of a county in which the provisions of this article 
apply, unless prohibited by restrictions in Sections 31104 or 31151, in any of the following cases:

(a) The dog is found in the act of killing, wounding, or persistently pursuing livestock or poultry on land or premises not owned or possessed by the owner of the dog.

(b) The dog has no readily visible identification tag or license tag prescribed by Section 30951 and is worrying livestock or poultry on land or premises not owned or possessed by the owner of the dog.  If the dog has on him any readily visible identification tag or license tag prescribed by Section 30951, and the dog is found in the act of worrying livestock or poultry on land or premises not owned or possessed by the owner of the dog, the dog may only be killed if the dog has, and the owner has been notified that the dog has, previously so worried livestock or poultry.

Offense: punishment.
31401.  Except as provided in Section 31402, violation of any provision of this division is an infraction 
punishable by a fine of not more than fifty dollars ($50.00) for a first offense, and by a fine of not 
more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a second or subsequent offense.
31402.  Violation of any provision of this division that results in death or serious injury to livestock or 
poultry is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or 
by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months or by both fine and 
imprisonment.  As used in this section, "serious injury" means injury of a degree of severity that 
the injured animal must be destroyed or injury that results in the fair market value of the animal 
being reduced to a level at which it may not be profitably sold.
Civil Liability: double damages.
31501.  The owner of any livestock or poultry which is injured or killed by any dog may recover as 
liquidated damages from the owner of the dog twice the actual value of the animals killed or twice 
the value of the damages sustained by reason of the injuries, as the case may be.

31502.  If two or more dogs kept by two or more owners or keepers injure or kill any livestock or 
poultry at the same time, the owners or keepers of the dogs are jointly and severally liable for the 
damage.

31503.  If any person sustains any loss or damage to any livestock or poultry which is caused by a dog, 
or if any livestock of any person is necessarily destroyed because of having been bitten by a dog, 
the person may file a complaint with any judge of the justice or municipal court of the county 
within 
which the damage occurred.

31508.  Upon the return day fixed in the summons, the judge shall proceed to determine whether the 
loss or damage to the livestock was caused by the dog.  If he finds that it was caused by the dog, 
he shall notify the person that owns the dog or was in charge of it when the loss or damage was 
sustained to kill the dog.  Failure of such person to kill the dog as directed renders the owner 
subject to the penalties which are prescribed in this division.
CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE
3341.  The owner, possessor, or harborer of any dog or other animal, that shall on the premises of any 
person other than the owner, possessor, or harborer of such dog or other animal, kill, worry, or 
wound any bovine animal, swine, horse, mule, burro, sheep, angora goat, or cashmere goat, or 
poultry, shall be liable to the owner of the same for the damages and costs of suit, to be recovered 
in any court of competent jurisdiction:

1. In the prosecution of actions under the provisions of this chapter, it shall not be necessary for the plaintiff to show that the owner, possessor or harborer of such dog or other animal had knowledge of the fact that such dog or other animal would kill, wound or worry bovine animal, swine, horse, mule, burro, sheep, angora goat, cashmere goat, or poultry.

2. Any person on finding any dog or dogs, or other animal, not on the premises of the  owner or possessor of such dog or dogs, or other animal, worrying, wounding, or killing any bovine animals, swine, horses, mules, burros, sheep, angora or cashmere goats, may, at the time of finding such dog or dogs, or other animal, kill the same and the owner or owners thereof shall sustain no action for damages against any person so killing such dog or dogs, or other animal.


Nothing in this section shall render an owner, possessor, or harborer of a dog liable for the 
accidental or unavoidable killing or injury of any bovine animal, swine, horse, mule, burro, sheep, 
angora goat, or cashmere goat, or poultry which occurs in connection with or as in an incident to 
the driving or herding the same from the premises of the owner, possessor, or harborer of the dog, 
whether such killing or injury occurs upon such premises or off of such premises.

FRESNO COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE
9.04.240. It is unlawful for any person, without the written consent of the property owner or person in charge thereof, to hunt with dogs or release, allow, or permit any dog in his possession or under his 
control to be upon any property for the purpose of hunting or chasing any animal or bird when there is livestock or poultry of any kind on the property.

9.04.230. Any dog whether licensed or not which is found to be upon any property not that of the owner of the dog and upon which livestock or poultry are confined may be seized and impounded by any predatory animal control officer, or officer or employee of any agency, society or organization or shelter and in the event such seizure and impoundment is impossible or impractical, such person may, if in his opinion the dog is a menace to such livestock or poultry, kill the dog
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