     MIGRATORY BIRD PERMITS FOR CONTROL OF DEPREDATING BIRDS
 IN FRESNO COUNTY   
Migratory Bird Treaty Act: Migratory birds listed in the Migratory Bird Treaty Act are protected and are subject to the regulations of the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50 ‑ Wildlife and Fisheries.  A depredation permit is required in most instances to control migratory birds that are causing, or there exists the potential to cause serious damage to agricultural crops or other interests. To control means to kill, or cause to be killed, or trap depredating migratory birds.

HAZING/HARASSING: No permit is required merely to scare or herd depredating migratory birds other than endangered or threatened species or bald or golden eagles.

NO PERMIT REQUIRED: No depredation order required.  (Fish & Game Code Sec. 3801)

                               English House Sparrow                                        Starling

NO PERMIT REQUIRED: Covered by the General Depredation Order (Sec. 21.43)

                                Yellow‑headed & Red‑Winged Blackbird            Cowbird

                                Brewer's & Rusty Blackbird                                 Crow  

                                Grackle                                                                  Magpie

PERMIT IS REQUIRED: When trapping is the method of control, regardless of the bird species.

PERMIT IS REQUIRED: Covered by County Ag Commissioner's general depredation order. Authority is given to County Ag Commissioner to generally supervise the killing of the below listed depredating migratory birds.  (Sec. 21.44)

                                 Horned Lark                                                         House Finch (Linnets)

                                 Golden‑crowned Sparrow                                    other Crowned Sparrows

                                 White‑crowned Sparrow

Note: Bi‑colored blackbird, Meadowlark, Goldfinch, Acorn Woodpecker, Lewis Woodpecker, and Flicker have been dropped from the Ag Commissioner's general depredation order.  Any control measures have to be initially approved through USDA‑APHIS-Wildlife Services.   Contact Area Supervisor, in Modesto at (209) 579-2891.
The permit will be not be issued and approved by USFWS until problem is verified by USDA-APHIS-WS.
General supervision by the County Agricultural Commissioner is accomplished by the issuance of a Migratory Bird Control permit. This permit will list the locations of the various crops to be protected. The permittee will notify the Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner at (559) 600‑7510 at the end of each month with the estimated number of each bird species killed.  Landowners, tenants, or authorized agents who are taking birds under this permit are exempt from needing a hunting license. (Calif. Fish & Game Code Part 2 Birds, Chapter 2, Article 3 Migratory Birds, Section 3801.5)  However, if there is any doubt or questions contact California Department of Fish & Game at Region 4 at (559)-243-4005.
Ravens, ducks, geese, game birds or any other migratory bird which are causing or there exists the potential to cause damage to agricultural crops or other interests may be controlled under the approval and supervision of USDA‑APHIS-Wildlife Services.  Contact Area Supervisor in Modesto at (209) 579-2891.
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