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By.
RESOLUTION NO. 2023-24-9

RESOLUTION ORDERING AN ELECTION TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF SCHOOL BONDS, ESTABLISHING SPECIFICATIONS
OF THE ELECTION ORDER, AND REQUESTING CONSOLIDATION

WITH ANY OTHER ELECTIONS OCCURRING ON MARCH 5, 2024

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Fowler Unified
School District (the “District™), it is advisable to call an election to submit to the electors of the
District the question of whether the bonds of the District shall be issued and sold for the
purpose of raising money for the improvement, upgrade, and renovation of the District’s
existing schools and the acquisition and construction of additional classrooms and school

facilities at existing schools; and

WHEREAS, since 1889, the District has been dedicated to serving the community and offering
an excellent education for our students; and

WHEREAS, at the heart of our community lies Fowler schools, serving over 2,500 students;
and

WHEREAS, in partnership with the community, the District ensures students receive the
support they need to succeed; and

WHEREAS, while the District strives to meet the needs of our community and students, most
of our schools were built more than 60 years ago and do not meet modern building and safety
codes, classrooms and science labs are outdated, some of which contain hazardous materials
including asbestos and lead pipes, while others require retrofitting for earthquake safety; and

WHEREAS, while the District’s maintenance team works hard to take care of our aging
classrooms and school facilities by keeping up with minor repairs and maintenance, the
significant upgrades and improvements needed at District schools are beyond what can simply

be accomplished or funded as “maintenance;” and

WHEREAS, antiquated facilities systems throughout the schools are both ineffective and
costly to operate and need to be updated; and

WHEREAS, schools and facilities within the District are aging and in need of significant
upgrades and improvements to ensure the health and safety of pupils, staff and community and
provide for adequate housing for the District’s students; and
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PASSED AND ADOPTED on November 15, 2023, by the following vote:

AYES: 5
NOES: O

ABSTENTIONS: -
ABSENT: =il
By: _
President, Board of Education of the
Fowler Unified School District
ATTEST:

~Clerk, Board 6f Education of the
Fowler Unified School District
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e Construction of a Band and Performing Arts Event Center/, Multi-purpose Room
(MPR), including related fixtures, furnishings and parking facilities

e Add classrooms and facilities where needed to reduce overcrowding

e Provide classrooms, facilities needed to support high-quality instruction in music,
visual, performing arts

e Improve student safety, campus security incl security fencing, intruder protection,
emergency communications, smoke detectors, fire alarms, and sprinklers

¢ Upgrade physical education, athletic facilities to support student health, fitness, safety

These projects may include participation in the State Facility Program’s Joint-Use Program to
gain matching funds for teacher education, multi-purpose rooms, gymnasiums, libraries,
childcare, and other qualifying Joint-Use facilities. With respect to such joint-use projects, the
bond funds authorized by this Measure may be used to pay all of the local share needed to
qualify the projects for special State matching funds under the State Facility Program’s Joint-
Use Program requirements.

The Board of Education hereby certifies that it has evaluated the safety, class-size reduction,
and information technology needs of the District in developing this list of school facilities

projects.

ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES

If the bonds are approved, the Board of Education will implement the following accountability
measures in accordance with State law:

(a) Use the bond proceeds only for the purposes authorized under Article XIIIA of
the California Constitution, including construction, reconstruction,
rehabilitation, or replacement of school facilities, furnishing and equipping of
school facilities, or the acquisition or lease of real property for school facilities
and related uses, as specifically set forth in this Exhibit A, and costs incident
thereto, and not for any other purpose, including salaries and other routine
school operating expenses;

(b)  Conduct an annual, independent performance audit to ensure that the bond
proceeds have been expended only on the projects and uses listed in this

Exhibit A;
(c) Conduct an annual, independent financial audit of the proceeds from the sale of

the bonds until all of those proceeds have been expended for school facilities
projects and uses listed in this Exhibit A; and
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EXHIBIT C

FORMAL NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOND ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the qualified electors of the Fowler Unified School District of
Fresno County, California, that in accordance with the provisions of the Education Code of the
State of California, an election will be held on March 5, 2024 within the District, at which
election the following measure shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the District and

voted upon:

“To improve school safety and security systems; fix deteriorating roofs,
plumbing, and electrical; remove asbestos and lead pipes; and modernize
classrooms, labs, and instructional technology to support student achievement
and college/career readiness in math, science, technology, engineering, arts and
skilled trades; shall Fowler Unified School District's measure be adopted
authorizing $44,000,000 in bonds at legal rates, levying $50 per $100,000
assessed value ($3,000,000 annually) while bonds are outstanding, with
independent citizen oversight and all money locally-controlled?”

Bonds - Yes Bonds— No”

The bonds shall bear interest at an annual rate not exceeding the statutory maximum. The
maturity of the bonds shall not exceed the maximum term allowed by law at the time of
issuance (currently 25 years if issued under Education Code section 15140, or 40 years if issued
under Government Code section 53508, so long as the bonds are not capital appreciation bonds
(“CABs,” which CABs are limited to 25 years)). Accordingly, as further set forth in the tax
rate statement, the ad valorem tax will be levied at such rates and for so long as may be
required to meet the debt service needs of the bonds proposed to be issued, including such
bonds that may be issued to refund any approved bonds. .

All of the purposes enumerated in the foregoing measure shall be united and voted upon as one
single measure, with precincts, places of holding the elections and officers appointed to
conduct the elections to be the same as those provided for the statewide presidential general
election to be held on March 5, 2024 under the Notice of Election published

This election has been called pursuant to a Resolution of the Board of Education of the Fowler
Unified School District, adopted on March 5, 2024. The Elections Official of the County of
Fresno hereby gives formal notice of the election in accordance with the provisions of
Education Code Section 15120.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this day of , 2023,

Registrar of Voters
Fresno County, California
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