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INTRODUCTION

The Fowler Unified School District serves the Fowler, Fresno, and Malaga communities,
located generally in south Fresno County, serving more than 2,500 students at three elementary
schools, one middle school, and one high school, plus an early learning center, one alternative
education school, one continuation school, and one community day school. The District was
established in 1889 and since that time has been dedicated to serving the community and
offering an excellent education for the community’s students.

The District has several aging schools, and it faces other challenges to its capacity to
adequately house all of its students. Most of the District’s schools were built more than 60
years ago and do not meet modern building and safety codes. Classrooms and science labs are
outdated, some of which contain hazardous materials including asbestos and lead pipes, while
others require retrofitting for earthquake safety. The District has an ongoing need for facilities
and infrastructure, to provide the classrooms, facilities and technology needed to support high-
quality instruction in math, science, engineering, and technology; to remove hazardous
materials like asbestos and lead pipes from older school sites, where encountered; to improve
access for students with disabilities; to upgrade labs and career technical facilities to prepare
students for college and in-demand careers in fields like health sciences, engineering,
technology, and skilled trades; and to repair or replace deteriorating roofs, and old plumbing,
sewer, heating, ventilation, and electrical systems. A much larger, and much longer-term
solution to address issues of facilities upgrades and refurbishment of aging facilities, will be
consideration of the District asking the voters to approve a General Obligation Bond.

Dedicated funding is required to meet these needs and provide safe, updated classrooms, labs,
and facilities needed to support high-quality instruction in math, science, engineering, and
technology to all students in our District.

The State of California requires a local match, funded primarily through local, general
obligation bonds, for school districts wishing to pursue matching state funds for the upgrade or
replacement of school buildings and facilities. The millions of dollars potentially available
through the State match allows local taxpayers to benefit from the tax dollars they already pay

to Sacramento.

It is imperative that our students are housed in safe schools. In addition, our students would
benefit from complete, comprehensive, and efficient schools. We need to act locally to build,
upgrade, and refurbish safe and modern schools to ensure our students have the educational
opportunities they deserve.
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