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RESOLUTION NO. 2024.37 By
' DEPUTY

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE
CENTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT ORDERING
AN ELECTION, AND ESTABLISHING SPECIFICATIONS OF
THE ELECTION ORDER

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the State Center Community College
District (the “District”) has determined that certain educational facilities need to be constructed,
renovated, acquired and equipped, in a fiscally prudent manner, to enable the District to maintain each
Fresno City College, Clovis Community College, Reedley College and Madera Community College
(together, the “Colleges™) as valuable community resources that provide an affordable education to
local students who desire to learn job skills and/or transfer to four-year universities; and

WHEREAS, this determination is based on a 18-month facility study, 71 formal Districtwide
meetings with multiple stakcholder groups including faculty, classified staff, community members,
multiple Board presentations, open in-person forums and online surveys, all of which resulted in the
State Center Vision 2035 (*“Vision 2035”), a Districtwide long-term plan which integrated District
Values, Vision, Mission, Long-term Goals and Facilities Guiding Principles; and

WHEREAS, the Vision 2035 was approved by the Board on December 12, 2023 and in 2024
the Board has received a ‘College Facilities Plan’ for cach of the District’s colleges; and

WHEREAS, the proposed bond measure is one outcome of this lengthy process of
investigation and collaboration and a shared desire to implement Vision 2035; and

WHEREAS, since the costs of attending California’s public universities has risen to at least
five times that of attending a community college, more students and their families rely on their local
community colleges to save tens of thousands of dollars for a quality education; and

WHEREAS, our Jocal community Colleges operate the largest registered nursing program in
the region, which provides critical healthcare services at our hospitals, medical clinics and nursing
homes and additional local funding is needed to expand nursing, education and training programs to
ensure local residents have access to highly skilled healthcare workers; and

WHEREAS, since our local community Colleges offer an affordable alternative to the
skyrocketing cost of four-year universities, this proposed measure will increase opportunities for local
students to earn college credits, certifications, and job skills at a reasonable price and then transfer to
a four-year university to complete their degrees; and

WHEREAS, since our local community Colleges are important for providing the training and
support for students to acquire the skills needed to compete for good-paying jobs in today’s competitive
global economy, the Board is committed to continue to provide these programs by improving
classrooms, labs and equipment for carcer education programs which train local police officers and
firefighters and for careers in nursing, engineering, agriculture, technology, advanced manufacturing
and other in-demand jobs; and

WHEREAS, since our local community Colleges are where our area’s nurses, police officers,
firefighters, paramedics and 911 emergency responders are trained, the Board is committed to expand
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the Police and Firefighter Academies, and improve health care education programs to ensure our local
arca has the well-trained first-responders needed to keep communities safe; and

WHEREAS, since our local community Colleges serve many military veterans, many of
whom have recently returned from war zones and face challenges including post-traumatic stress
disorder and permanent disability, our community Colleges must be able to provide counseling,
tutoring, career education programs and other vital services for veterans to help them complete their
education and enter the civilian workforce; and

WHEREAS, the State does not provide the District with enough money for it to adequately
maintain each of the Colleges’ educational facilities and academic programs nor allow the Colleges to
meet the commitments described above; and

WHEREAS, the Board has received information regarding the feasibility of a local bond
measure and the District’s bonding capacity; and

WHEREAS, a local measure will provide funds that cannot be taken away by the State to
support local job training and facilitate transfer to four-year universities; and

WHEREAS, such a local measure will include mandatory taxpayer protections, including
independent citizens’ oversight of all funds, and mandatory annual financial audits to ensure funds are
spent only as authorized, and public disclosure of how funds are actually spent; and

WHEREAS, the Board has solicited stakeholder and community input on priorities from
students, faculty, staff, business and civic leaders, and the community; and

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Board, it is advisable to provide additional funding for job
training and workforce preparation for local students of all ages and local residents and to 1mprove
facilities for course opportunities in technical vocational careers, by means of a general obligation bond
issued in a financially prudent manner; and

WHEREAS, on November 7, 2000, the voters of California approved the Smaller Classes,
Safer Schools and Financial Accountability Act (“Proposition 39”) which reduced the voter threshold
for ad valorem tax levies used to pay for debt service or bonded indebtedness to 55% of the votes cast

on a community college district general obligation bond; and

WHEREAS, concurrent with the passage of Proposition 39, Chapter 1.5, Part 10, Division 1,
Title 1 (commencing with Section 15264) of the Education Code (the “Act™) became operative and
established requirements associated with the implementation of Proposition 39; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to make certain findings herein to be applicable to this election
order and to establish certain performance audits, standards of financial accountability and citizen
oversight which are contained in Proposition 39 and the Act; and

WHEREAS, the Board determines that, in accordance with Opinion No. 04-110 of the
Attorney General of the State of California, the restrictions in Proposition 39, which prohibit any bond
money to be used for administrator salaries and other operating expenses of the District shall be strictly
monitored by the District’s Citizens’ Oversight Committee; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Education Code Section 15270, based upon a projection of assessed
property valuation, the Board has determined that, if approved by voters, the tax rate levied to meet
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the debt service requirements of the bonds proposed to be issued will not exceed the Proposition 39
limits per year per §100,000 of assessed valuation of taxable property; and

WHEREAS, Elections Code Section 9400 et seq. requires that a tax rate statement be
contained in all official materials, including any ballot pamphlet prepared, sponsored or distributed by
the District, relating to the election; and

WHEREAS, the Board now desires to authorize the filing of a tax rate statement and ballot
argument in favor of the proposition to be submitted to the voters at the election; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Elections Code, it is appropriate for the Board to request
consolidation of the election with any and all other elections to be held on November 5, 2024, and to
request each of the Fresno, Tulare, Madera and Kings County Registrars of Voters to perform certain
election services for the District; and

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Board, it is advisable to request each of the Fresno, Tulare,
Madera and Kings County Registrars of Voters to call an clection pursuant to Proposition 39 on the
question of whether general obligation bonds shall be issued and sold on behalf of the District for
purposes set forth below.

NOW THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE CENTER
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, DETERMINE AND
ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the Board, pursuant to Education Code Sections 15100 er seq.,
Sections 15264 et seq. and Government Code Section 53506, hereby requests each of the Fresno,
Tulare, Madera and Kings County Registrars of Voters to call an election under the provisions of
Proposition 39 and the Act and submit to the electors of the District the question of whether bonds of
the District in the aggregate principal amount of $698,000,000 (the “Bonds”) shall be issued and sold
to raise money for the purposes described in Exhibits “A” and “B” hereto. Both exhibits are directed
to be printed in the voter sample ballot pamphlet. The District’s Chancellor, or the Chancellor’s
designee, is hereby authorized and directed to make any changes to the text of the measure, or to the
abbreviated form of the measure, as may be necessary to comply with the intent of this Resolution, the
requirements of election officials, and requirements of law.

Section 2. That the date of the election shall be November 5, 2024.

Section 3. That the purpose of the election shall be for the voters in the District to vote on
a proposition, a copy of which is attached hereto and marked Exhibit “A” and incorporated by reference
herein, containing the question of whether the District shall issue the Bonds to pay for improvements
to the extent permitted by such proposition. In compliance with Proposition 39 and the Act, the ballot
proposition in Exhibit “A” is subject to the following requirements and determinations:

(a) that the proceeds of the sale of the Bonds shall only be used for the purposes set forth
in the ballot measure and not for any other purpose, including faculty and administrator salaries and

other college operating expenses;

(b) that the Board, in compliance with Proposition 39, and in establishing the projects set
forth in Exhibit “B”, evaluated safety, university transfer, enrollment trends, class size reduction, class
availability, information technology and the career technical job training facilities of the District;
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acknowledges that the consolidation election will be held and conducted in the manner described in
Election Code Section 10418.

Section 7. That this Resolution shall stand as the “order of election” to each of the Fresno,
Tulare, Madera and Kings County Registrars of Voters to call an election within the boundaries of the
District on November 5, 2024,

Section 8. That the Secretary of the Board is hereby directed to send a certified copy of
this Resolution to each of the Fresno, Tulare, Madera and Kings County Registrars of Voters no later
than August 9, 2024.

Section 9. That the bonds shall be issued pursuant to Education Code Section 15300 et
seq. or issued pursuant to Government Code Section 53506. The maximum rate of interest on any
bond shall not exceed the maximum rate allowed by Education Code Sections 15140 to 15143, as
modified by Government Code Section 53531. The Board approves the filing of a Tax Rate Statement
and primary and rebuttal arguments, as appropriate, and directs their publication in accordance with
the requirements of the Elections Code.

Section 10.  That the Board requests the governing body of any such other political
subdivision, or any officer otherwise authorized by law, to partially or completely consolidate such
election and to further provide that the canvass be made by any body or official authorized by law to
canvass the returns of the election, and that the Board consents to such consolidation.

Section 11. Pursuant to Education Code Section 5303 and Elections Code Section 10002,
each of the Fresno, Tulare, Madera and Kings County Boards of Supervisors are requested to permit
the respective Fresno, Tulare, Madera and Kings County Registrars of Voters to render all services
specified by Elections Code Section 10418, for which services the District agrees to reimburse each
Fresno, Tulare, Madera and Kings County for such services to include the publication of a Formal
Notice of School Bond Election and the mailing of the sample ballot and tax rate statement (described
in Elections Code Section 9401) pursuant to the terms of Education Code Section 5363 and Elections

Code Section 12112,
ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this 6th day of August, 2024.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE STATE CENTER
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

By

“Board President, Magda(a;a Gomez

Attest:

/

Board Secretary, Robert A. Fuentes
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FRESNO COUNTY

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of Resolution No. 2024.37 was
duly adopted by the Board of Trustees of the State Center Community College District at meeting
thereof held on the 6th day of August, 2024, and that it was so adopted by the following vote:

AYES: ':{/

NOES: (O
ABSENT: O
ABSTENTIONS: ()

By

Board Secretary, Robert A. Fuentes
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