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OUR MISSION

Our mission is to investigate and where appropriate, prosecute, 
those public officials or public employees who commit crimes 
relating to their official duties, including but not limited to 
violations of the Brown Act, Elections Code or Political Reform 
Act. Our Unit is intended as an adjunct to, but not to duplicate or 
interfere with, the work of the Fair Political Practices 
Commission.



PUBLIC OFFICIALS

• Elected or appointed to positions of public trust
• Community depends on them to carry out their duties honestly 

and with transparency
• Obligation to serve the best interests of the community



ETHICS

• AB 1234 Ethics Training
• Government Code §53234 et seq.

o Requirement for local agency legislative body or any elected local agency official who 
receives any type of compensation, salary, or stipend or reimbursement for actual and 
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of official duties

o General ethics principles and laws relevant to public service
o Two hours every two years
o Records maintained

*This presentation does not qualify as AB 1234 ethics training



EXAMPLES 
• Misappropriation of Public Funds 

o Penal Code §424
• Embezzlement

o Penal Code §503; §504
• Bribery

o Various Penal and Elections Code Sections, Education Code § 35230
• Election and Campaign Violations

o Elections Code §18000 et seq.
• Conflicts of Interest

o Government Code §87100; §1090
• Brown Act Violations

o Government Code §54959



MISAPPROPRIATION OF PUBLIC FUNDS

• Public officials and those charged with the receipt, 
safekeeping, transfer or disbursement of public moneys

• Without authority, appropriates to own use or use of another; 
Loans, makes any profit out of, or uses for unlawful purpose; 
Keeps false account, false entry or erasure; Fraudulently alters, 
conceals, destroys account; Refuses to pay over or transfer 
when required by law

• Penalty is up to 4 years in State Prison; conviction disqualifies 
from holding office



EMBEZZLEMENT

• The fraudulent appropriation of property by a person to whom 
it has been entrusted

• If public funds are embezzled the crime is a felony and the 
individual is ineligible to hold any office of honor, trust or profit 
upon conviction



BRIBERY

• Definition of “bribe”: anything of value or advantage, present 
or prospective, or any promise or undertaking to give any, 
asked, given, or accepted, with a corrupt intent to influence, 
unlawfully, the person to whom it is given, in his or her action, 
vote, or opinion, in any public or official capacity

• Numerous statutes prohibiting bribery targeting both the 
person offering the bribe and the official or employee 
accepting or soliciting the bribe



ELECTION AND CAMPAIGN VIOLATIONS

• Registration 
oRegistration of persons not entitled to register or registration of a fictitious 

person

• Campaign literature
oUse of agency seal with the intent to deceive

• Fraudulent voting
oNot entitled to vote or voting more than once

• False declaration of candidacy



RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS

• Certain public offices require the office holder to reside within 
the district served

o Examples: City council members, school board members

• Criminal violations include:
o Filing false candidacy papers in violation of Elections Code §18203
oPerjury in violation of Penal Code §118



CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

• Government Code §87100: No public official at any level of state or local 
government shall make, participate in making or in any way attempt to use 
his official position to influence a governmental decision in which he knows or 
has reason to know he has a financial interest
o Financial interests include: business investments, interests in real property, 

income sources, business entities, gift sources
o “Form 700” Statement of Economic Interest required for candidates, 

elected and appointed officials
o Part of the Political Reform Act which is administered and enforced by the 

Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC)
o Can be prosecuted criminally
o Prohibits the governmental decision making



CONFLICTS OF INTEREST CONT…

• Government Code §1090. Public officers and employees are 
prohibited from having a financial interest in any contract 
made by them in their official capacity or by any body or board 
of which they are members. 

o Financial interest more broadly defined
oNot part of the Political Reform Act
oWillful violations can be prosecuted criminally
oProhibits the financial interest



THE BROWN ACT

Government Code  §54950 et seq.
In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public 

commissions, boards and councils and the other public agencies in this State exist to 
aid in the conduct of the people’s business. It is the intent of the law that their actions 
be taken openly and that their deliberations be  conducted openly.

The people of this State do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies which 
serve them. The people, in delegating authority, do not give their public servants the 
right to decide what is good for the people to know and what is not good for them to 
know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they may retain control over the 
instruments they have created.



THE BROWN ACT CONT…

• Applies to legislative bodies of a local agency
• The Act governs the process by which meetings are conducted
• Basic Requirements:

o Meetings must be open to the public
o Opportunity for public comment
o Notice must be posted/Agenda description
o Limited Closed Session categories of discussion

• Criminal Penalty for intentionally depriving the public of 
information; DA or interested party may also commence action to 
stop or prevent violations of the Act



SUBMITTING COMPLAINTS

• All complaints must be in writing (mail, fax or 
email);

• The complaint must allege a crime;
• The subject of the complaint must be a public 

official or employee;
• The complaint must provide sufficient evidence 

to justify further investigation;
• The complainant must disclose if the complaint 

has been referred to other offices whether 
federal, state or local;

• The complainant can be anonymous.



CONTACT INFORMATION

If you believe that you have information that a public official or 
employee has committed a crime related to their public duties, 
please forward that information as follows:
Fresno County District Attorney
Public Integrity Unit
2100 Tulare St.
Fresno, CA 93721
Fax: (559) 600-4401
Email: publicintegrity@fresnocountyca.gov

mailto:publicintegrity@fresnocountyca.gov


mailto:clerk-elections@fresnocountyca.gov


http://www.votefresnocounty.com/
mailto:clerk-elections@fresnocountyca.gov




Signatures-In Lieu of Filing Fee Period

1/03/2022 – 02/09/2022 (except candidates for BOS 
and City of Fresno, more info to follow.) 

Nomination/Declaration of Candidacy Filing Period 
02/14/2022 – 03/11/2022

Extension Period (applicable when a qualified 
incumbent does not file by 3/11/2022)  03/12/2022 –
03/16/2022

All properly executed documents, with wet signature, 
must be returned to the County Clerk’s office by 5:00 
p.m. on the deadline (03/11/2022 or 3/16/2022 if 
applicable)













Filing fee is due at time of pulling Nomination 
forms

Each Candidate must file a Nomination Petition 
containing signatures of registered voters in the 
jurisdiction.

Each section of the Nomination documents 
must be filed with our office no later March 11, 
2022 by 5 p.m.

Signatures submitted on the In-Lieu petition 
will be designated to satisfy the Nomination 
signature requirement. 







mailto:clerk-elections@fresnocountyca.gov


Form is Voluntary

Conduct your campaign openly 
and publicly

Will not use or permit any 
dishonest or unethical practice 



MANDATORY, when using a ballot designation 

Candidate’s current principal - Profession, Vocation, or 
Occupation

Three-word limit

All California geographical names considered to be one 
word





Would suggest an 
evaluation of a 

candidate 

Abbreviates the word 
“retired” or places it 

following any word or 
words that it modifies.

Uses “former” or “ex” 
which means a prior 

status.  
No title or degree

Would mislead the 
voter

Uses the name of any 
political party

Words referring to a 
racial, religious, or 

ethnic group

Refers to any activity 
that is prohibited by 

law



OPTIONAL  CONTACT INFORMATION 
WILL BE POSTED TO 
COUNTY WEBSITE





All candidates for offices specified by G.C. 
§87200 or seeking a position designated in 
a conflict of interest code (“code filers”). 

Must file an original form no later than 
March 11, 2022.

“Code Filers” should check with the 
district’s conflict of interest code on what 
is reportable.



Must file prior to soliciting or receiving contributions or before 
making expenditures from personal funds

Candidates for local office file with local filing officer 

Candidates for state office file with the Political Reform 
Division 



Candidates who do not 
anticipate raising or 
spending more than 
$2,000 during the 

calendar year

Statement is due no later 
than April 28, 2022



A RECIPIENT 
COMMITTEE 

MUST REGISTER 
WITH SOS AND 
FILE FORM 410 

WITHIN 10 DAYS 
OF REACHING 

THE $2,000 
THRESHOLD

FILE ORIGINAL 
FORM WITH SOS 
AND SEND A $50 

PAYMENT 
PAYABLE TO 

SECRETARY OF 
STATE

FILE A COPY 
WITH THE 

LOCAL FILING 
OFFICER

PERSONAL 
FUNDS USED TO 
PAY CANDIDATE 

FILLING FEES 
AND BALLOT 
STATEMENT 

FEES ARE NOT 
COUNTED 
TOWARD 

THRESHOLD

AN 
EXPERIENCED 
TREASURER IS 

RECOMMENDED



Refer to FPPC’s Filing Schedule for 
deadlines to file:

Pre-election Statements  (2 prior to

election)

Semi-annual Statements (2 per

calendar year)
To terminate a committee, file a Form 
460-T with the local filing officer when 
committee’s balance is at zero.  

File Form 410-T with the Political 
Reform Division



Contributions received 
from a single source that 
total in the aggregate of 

$1,000 or more, received 
90-days before an election 
(03/09/2022 - 06/07/2022)

State filers file forms 
electronically with SOS

Local filers file forms with 
local filing officer either 
electronically, personal 

delivery, guaranteed 
overnight delivery, or fax



Primarily Formed Committee that 
makes an independent expenditure of  
$1,000 or more, within 90-days before 
an election (3/9/2022 - 6/7/2022)

State filers file forms electronically 
with Secretary of State – Political 
Reform Division

Local filers file forms with local filing 
officer either electronically, personal 
delivery, guaranteed overnight 
delivery, or fax



As of 1/1/2021, Campaign contribution 
limits have changed with enactment of AB 
571.

Establishes a contribution limit for city and 
county elections, equal to the state 
legislative limit, and is regulated and 
enforced by the FPPC.

Visit www.fppc.ca.gov to view the FPPC’s 
AB 571 Fact Sheet, Contribution Limits 
and the State’s 2021 Contribution Limit 
Chart 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/


Fresno County   
Municipal Code

Chapter 2.62-Election 
Campaign Contributions 

(County)

Contribution limits vary 
within jurisdictions so 
check with your local 

filing officer 

(State and City) 

https://library.municode.com/ca/fresno_county/codes/code_of_ordinances



File your          
FPPC Campaign 
Financial Reports          

Online 24/7

No Charge to the 
Candidate/ 
Committee

Keep track of all 
your contributions 

and expenditures on 
one site 

To get started 
contact:        

Chrystal Babcock   
at (559) 600-3044



https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
mailto:Advice@fppc.ca.gov


County Candidates-
Electronic Filings: 
https://campaigndocs.co. 
fresno.ca.us/ecampaign/
Paper Filings: Fresno County Clerk                                   
2221 Kern Street, Fresno, CA 93721

City Candidates-
City Clerk’s Office

State Candidates-
Secretary of State                   
Political Reform Division        
1500 11th Street, Room 495 
Sacramento, CA  95814

https://campaigndocs.co.fresno.ca.us/ecampaign/


Application

Voter Files

Vote by 
Mail –

Voter Data

Walking 
List

Maps

mailto:ElectionsIT@fresnocountyca.gov


https://www.co.fresno.ca.us/departments/county-clerk-registrar-of-voters


Voter's Personal Information Voter's Districts Voter's Voting History

lVoterUniqueID dtBirthDate sDistrictID_0 sElectionAbbr1 sElectionAbbr3

sAffNumber sBirthPlace iSubDistrict_0 szElectionDesc1 szElectionDesc3

szStateVoterID dtRegDate szDistrictName_0 dtElectionDate1 dtElectionDate3

sVoterTitle dtOrigRegDate sDistrictID_1 sElecTypeDesc1 sElecTypeDesc3

szNameLast dtLastUpdate_dt iSubDistrict_1 sVotingPrecinct1 sVotingPrecinct3

szNameFirst sStatusCode szDistrictName_1 szVotingMethod1 szVotingMethod3

szNameMiddle szStatusReasonDesc sDistrictID_2 sPartyAbbr1 sPartyAbbr3

sNameSuffix sUserCode1 iSubDistrict_2 szPartyName1 szPartyName3

sGender sUserCode2 szDistrictName_2 szCountedFlag1 szCountedFlag3

szSitusAddress iDuplicateIDFlag sDistrictID_3 sElectionAbbr2 sElectionAbbr4

szSitusCity szLanguageName iSubDistrict_3 szElectionDesc2 szElectionDesc4

sSitusState szPartyName szDistrictName_3 dtElectionDate2 dtElectionDate4

sSitusZip szAVStatusAbbr sDistrictID_4 sElecTypeDesc2 sElecTypeDesc4

sHouseNum szAVStatusDesc iSubDistrict_4 sVotingPrecinct2 sVotingPrecinct4

sUnitAbbr szPrecinctName szDistrictName_4 szVotingMethod2 szVotingMethod4

sUnitNum sPrecinctID sDistrictID_5 sPartyAbbr2 sPartyAbbr4

szStreetName sPrecinctPortion iSubDistrict_5 szPartyName2 szPartyName4

sStreetSuffix szDistrictName_5 szCountedFlag2 szCountedFlag4

sPreDir sElectionAbbr5

sPostDir szElectionDesc5

szMailAddress1 dtElectionDate5

szMailAddress2 sElecTypeDesc5

szMailAddress3 sVotingPrecinct5

szMailAddress4 szVotingMethod5

szMailZip sPartyAbbr5

szPhone szPartyName5

szEmailAddress szCountedFlag5











mailto:ElectionsIT@fresnocountyca.gov
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