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RIVERBEND SAND AND GRAVEL PROJECT 

SCOPING REPORT 
 

1.0 OVERVIEW OF CEQA SCOPING PROCESS 

 

1.1 Introduction 

Riverbend Sand and Gravel, LLC (Riverbend) has submitted to the County a CUP application to mine 

construction grade aggregate (sand and gravel).  The Project is located approximately 1.5 miles 

southeast of the City of Sanger and includes approximately 619 acres of an 833 acre site.  The remaining 

214 acres of the property, including the entire existing riparian habitat along the Kings River, are 

excluded from the Project.  The Project Site is currently occupied by walnut and olive orchards and 

grape vineyards with several farm residences nearby.  The Hanke Ditch runs through the eastern portion 

of the site.  Reclamation of the Project Site will create approximately 268 acres of reclaimed farmland 

and approximately 351 acres of open space, riparian and open water wildlife habitat.   

The Project Site will be mined in phases.  Farming operations will continue on all phases not being mined 

or reclaimed.  Topsoil will be removed with scrapers prior to mining each phase and stored separately 

for later use as final cover for reclaimed farmland and final slopes of ponds.  Overburden will be 

removed with scrapers and stored for later use as fill or transported directly to fill the phases to be 

reclaimed as farmland. 

Mining is anticipated to occur to a depth of approximately 100 feet below ground surface (bgs).  A “wet 

mining” method is proposed utilizing an electric dragline to extract aggregate that does not require 

dewatering of the excavation.  The mine plan is designed to preserve all existing riparian habitat along 

the Kings River and to protect the Designated Floodway.  Explosives will not be used. 

The mined aggregate would be processed at an on‐site processing plant located north of Goodfellow 

Avenue.  For approximately the first year, mined aggregate will be transported to the processing plant 

by off‐road haul trucks.  Subsequently, mined aggregate will be transported to the plant by electric‐

powered field conveyors. 

The aggregate processing plant will have an anticipated annual process rate of 1.6 million tons per year 

(tpy) and proposed annual sales of construction aggregate products (rock, sand and gravel) produced by 

the plant of approximately 1.25 million tpy.  The aggregate products will be produced to supply a Ready‐

Mix Concrete (RMC) plant (150,000 cubic yards/year) and a Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) concrete plant 

(250,000 tpy) located on‐site or sold to outside customers. 



 
 
Riverbend Sand and Gravel Project 
Scoping Report    October 2013 
 
 

   
Riverbend Scoping Report  3  Sespe Consulting, Inc. 

 

The facility will also include periodic use of a portable plant to recycle concrete and asphalt debris 

(including imported materials) into Crushed Miscellaneous Base (CMB) (100,000 tpy) and recycled 

Asphalt Product (RAP) (25,000 tpy).  RAP will facilitate use of recycled asphalt in the HMA mix design.   

1.2 Summary of CEQA Scoping Processes 

Implementation of the Proposed Project will require discretionary approvals from State, and local 

agencies; therefore, the Project is subject to the environmental review requirements the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The County of Fresno is the CEQA Lead Agency for the EIR.  

 

The CEQA process encourages comments and questions from the public throughout the planning 

process.  Consistent with California Public Resources Code and Section 15082(c)(1), (2)(A) to (D) of the 

CEQA Guidelines, a Public Scoping Meeting was held to solicit public and agency comments  on the 

scope and content of the Draft EIR (DEIR). 

 

This report documents the CEQA scoping process for the Proposed Project. Specifically, the report 

describes the scoping activities and summarizes the written and verbal comments received during the 

process.  The County will use the Scoping Report as an information source in determining the range of 

issues, alternatives and mitigation measures to be addressed in the EIR. 

 

The County distributed the Notice of Preparation (NOP) to the California State Clearinghouse on August 

1, 2013 and posted the NOP with the County Clerk.  The NOP was mailed to the agencies, organizations 

and individuals on the County mailing list.   

 

The joint NOP was also published in the following local newspaper: 

 

 Sanger Herald Newspaper. 

 

A copy of the notice is provided in Appendix 1. 

 
The Operational Statement was made available at the following locations: 

 Fresno County Public Works and Planning Department, 2220 Tulare Street, Fresno, CA 93721 and, 

 County of Fresno website at: http://www.co.fresno.ca.us/DepartmentPage.aspx?id=54051 
 

The following public scoping meeting was held: 

  August 29, 2013 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Sanger High School Multi‐purpose Room.   

  

The scoping meeting provided the public and government agencies the opportunity to receive information 

on the CEQA process and the Proposed Project and to provide verbal and written comments.  Approximately 
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25 people attended the meeting.  The sign in sheets and materials associated with the scoping meetings are 

included in Appendix 2.   

At the conclusion of the public review period for the NOP, seventeen comment letters/emails were 

received, fourteen from governmental agencies and three from organizations or individuals.  Table 1 

provides the list of commenters and their affiliations. 

Table 1 

Commenters and Affiliations 

Commenter  Affiliation  Date  

Frank Daniele  The County of Fresno, Department of Public Works  8/01/13 

Fred Rinder   The County of Fresno, Department of Agriculture  8/05/13 

Roy Jimenez  The County of Fresno, Policy Planning Unit  8/07/13 

Betsy Lichti  California Department of Public Health  8/22/13 

James Herota  Central Valley Flood Protection Board  8/30/13 

Audrey Osbourne  Traditional Choinumni Tribe  8/28/13 

Dave Singleton  Native American Heritage Commission  8/28/13 

Jeffrey Single  California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Central 
Region 

9/03/13 

David Moxley  Resident  9/06/13 

Gary Grey   Resident  9/10/16 

Mark Amorino  Consolidate Mosquito Abatement District  9/11/13    

David Padilla   California Department of Transportation, District 6  9/13/13    

Nicole Zieba   City of Reedley  9/13/13    

John Gray   Resident  9/15/13 

Janet Gardner  The County of Fresno, Environmental Health Division  9/16/13 

Jessica Willis  San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District  9/16/13 

Betsy Lichti  California Department of Public Health  9/27/13    

 

 

2.0 SUMMARY OF SCOPING COMMENTS 

This section provides a brief summary of the written and verbal comments received during the scoping 

period and the public meeting.  In order to fully identify the issues raised, copies of the letters/emails are 

provided in Appendix 3.  These comments will be incorporated into the EIR Administrative Record for the 

Proposed Project. 

2.1 Biological Resources 

 Conduct focused biological surveys by qualified biologists during appropriate survey periods. 

 Potential adverse effect on wildlife corridors and river access. 

 Address potential for shallow waters in ponds and depressions to promote conditions which would 

further enhance the habitat for mosquito development 

 Address potential impacts to nesting birds. 

 Obtain the appropriate permits from the Trustee and Responsible agencies. 
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 Exclude the riparian area along the Kings River from the project.  The proposed buffers may not be 

sufficient. 

 Address potential impacts to raptors and burrowing owl as well as other listed or sensitive species. 

 Concern about setback/buffer from sensitive biological areas (e.g. potential nests). 

 

2.2 Air Quality 

 Calculate and analyze existing and post‐project project related emissions with approved models and 

methods (i.e.; CalEEMod) . 

 Address all phases of the project (construction and operations). 

 Include stationary, area, fugitive, and vehicular sources. 

 Include direct and indirect sources. 

 Address regional and local impacts. 

 If need be, use a Voluntary Emission Reduction Agreement (VERA) to reduce project impacts.  

 Conduct a health risk assessment (HRA) for all phases of the project. 

 Provide a clear explanation of the methodology and assumptions.  Include modeling output in 

appendices. 

 Identify if there will be a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutants or 

precursors for which SJV air basin is in non‐attainment. 

 If there are significant impacts, use all feasible mitigation measures. 

 Address potential impacts associated with odor. 

 Authority to Construct and Permit to Operate must be obtained. 

 Project must comply with all applicable SJVAPCD rules and regulations. 

 

2.3 Water Resources 

 Concern over contaminates entering the Kings River. 

 Potential commingling with agriculture contaminates. 

 Interference with groundwater recharge. 

 Erosion issues along the Kings River. 

 Management and impact to existing domestic and agricultural wells. 

 Proper abandonment of wells and risk of contamination to water supply. 

 Proper handling of waste waters. 

 Obtain permit as a public water system from Department of Public Health and comply with 

requirements 

 Construct any wells per regulatory requirements. 

 Address potential for shallow waters in ponds and depressions to promote conditions which would 

further enhance the habitat for mosquito development. 

 May require a permit from the Central Valley Flood Protection Board. 

 Vegetation must not interfere with the integrity of the adopted flood control plan. 

 Include mitigations to avoid decreasing floodway channel capacity. 
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 Address hydraulic impacts that could impede flood flows, reroute flood waters and/or increase 

sediment accumulation. 

 Mitigations measures may be needed for channel and levee improvements and maintenance. 

 Impacts on Hanke Ditch 

 Analysis of project and the 50 year and 100 year flood events. 

 

2.4 Hazardous Materials and Waste 

 Proper management of hazardous materials and waste. 

 Prepare a Hazardous Materials Business Plan. 

 Proper management of any underground tanks that may be discovered. 

 

2.5 Traffic and Transportation 

 Conduct a detailed traffic analysis. 

 Impact of additional trucks on the local roads. 

 Cumulative impact with other mining operations and existing traffic. 

 Long term increase in traffic. 

 Wear and tear on roads. 

 Congestion at intersections. 

 Trucks trips should be converted to PCEs. 

 Evaluate average daily trip ends and AM and PM peak hour volumes. 

 Address and justify trip distribution. 

 Analyze changes in the traffic index (TI). 

 Address need for turn pockets and/or acceleration/deceleration lanes.  

 Address associated air emissions. 

 

2.6 Noise 

 Compliance with nighttime noise standards. 

 

2.7 Land Use 

 The loss of prime agricultural land and feasibility of replacement of lost agricultural lands. 

 Consider using the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) model. 

 Kings River Regional Plan and Fresno County General Plan require updating to address amount of 

mining activities in the area.  They do not provide appropriate guidelines. 

 Consider if there is a need for another mine in the area. 

 Comprehensive analysis of the potential cumulative impacts. 

 Potential impacts to recreational use of the Kings River. 

 Public access to the Kings River. 

 Impact property values in the area. 

 Compatibility with Sanger and Reedley Schools environmental river bottom park laboratory directly 

across the river from the project. 
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 Consider the Coalinga Aggregate Train as an alternative. 

 Evaluate economic justification. 

 Address Williamson Act. 

 Comply with the County of Fresno General Plan.  

 

2.8 Cultural 

 The Project is in a very culturally sensitive area and needs to be carefully evaluated. 

 Operational controls should be required including the employment of Native American Montiors. 

 Mitigations should be identified to address accidently discovered archeological resources. 

 In culturally sensitive areas, all ground disturbances should be monitored by a certified 

archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native American. 

 Provisions should be made for discovery of Native American human remains. 

 

2.9 Aesthetics 

 Visual impacts from recreational use of the Kings River 

 

 

3.0 SUMMARY OF FUTURE STEPS IN THE PLANNING PROCESS 

 

Issues associated with the Proposed Project were identified through the scoping period. These issues will be 

evaluated by a team of resource specialists and addressed in the EIR.  Based on the studies conducted, data 

collected and public comments, project alternatives (including the Proposed Project and no action/no 

project) will be developed.  Potential impacts that could result from implementing the Proposed Project or 

other alternatives will be analyzed and measures to mitigate impacts will be identified. 

 

The next formal public comment period will be for the Draft EIR.  It is anticipated that this will be in the 

winter/spring of 2014.  Upon completion of the Draft EIR the County will file a Notice of Completion with the 

California State Clearinghouse, followed by a 45‐day comment period.  In addition, notices will be sent to 

the agency’s mailing lists and posted in the local newspapers.  Copies of the Draft EIR will be distributed to 

other regulatory agencies, elected officials and/or other interested organizations or individuals.  The 

document will be made available on the County’s website for the project.   

 

After the public comment period on the Draft EIR, the County will respond to comments and prepare a Final 

EIR and a Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).  Copies of the Final EIR and MMRP will be 

provided to other regulatory agencies, elected officials and/or other interested organization or individuals.  

The documents will also be posted on the County website. 

 

The County will address valid protests and prepare the Notice of Determination, Findings of Fact and 

Statement of Overrriding Considerations (if necessary). This will be followed by a 30‐day public protest 

period and statute of limitations on court challenges. 
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AGENDA 
 

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 
 

For the 
Proposed Riverbend Sand and Gravel Project 

 
August 29, 2013   5:30 pm to 7:00pm 

Sanger High School Multi-purpose Room 
1045 Bethel Avenue, Sanger, CA 

 
 

I. Introductions/Purpose - Briza Sholars, Chris Motta, Fresno County Dept. of Public Works 
and Planning 

 
II. Project Description – John Hecht, Sespe, EIR Project Consultant for Fresno County 
 
III.  The CEQA Process – John Hecht, Sespe, EIR Project Consultant for Fresno County 
 
IV.   Project Overview – John Hecht, EIR Project Consultant for Fresno County 
 
V.   Potential Environmental Impacts - John Hecht will discuss potential impacts. 
 
VI. Public Comments – Individuals may present comments on the potential impacts of the 

proposed project. Written comments will also be accepted at the meeting or mailed to 
County. (preferable emailed to bsholars@co.fresno.ca.us ) John Hecht (facilitator) 

 
VII.  What’s next – John Hecht will discuss the ongoing assessment and approximate 

schedule for circulation of the DEIR.  
 
 
HANDOUTS: 
Agenda for Public Scoping Meeting 
Notice of Preparation / Project Description 
Speaker Cards 
Public Comment Sheets 



County of Fresno 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS & PLANNING 
ALAN WEAVER 

DIRECTOR 
PUBLIC MEETING 

 
Riverbend Sand & Gravel Project  

Notice of Preparation of an  
Environmental Impact Report 

Thursday August 29, 2013  5:30-7:00pm 
 Sanger High School Multi-purpose Room 

1045 Bethel Avenue, Sanger, CA 
 

Please use this sheet of paper to inform us of your comments on the Notice of Preparation of an 
Environmental  Impact Report prepared for the proposed project.  Please attach additional sheets 
if necessary and either return the form to us tonight or mail to the address below. 
 
Comments 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please provide your Name, Address, E-mail, Phone Number (optional) so the County can 
accurately include and address your comments on the Notice of Preparation and to add you to 
the project’s mailing list for you to receive future information on the project. 
 
Name:   

Address:   

Phone:   

E-mail:   

 
Written comments will be accepted through 5:00 p.m., September 16, 2013.  Please mail, Fax or 
E-mail your written comments to: 

 
Briza Sholars, Planner 
Fresno County, Department of Public Works and Planning 
Development Services Division 
2220 Tulare Street – 6th Floor 
Fresno, CA 93721  
Phone:  (559) 600-4207 
Fax: (559) 600-4200 
E-mail:  bsholars@co.fresno.ca.us 

 















 
Riverbend Sand and Gravel 

EIR Scoping Meeting 
 
 August 29, 2013 



Agenda 

 

 
 

I. Introductions/Purpose 
 

• Briza Sholars, Chris Motta, County Dept. of Public Works & Planning 
• John Hecht, Sespe, EIR Project Consultant and Meeting Facilitator 
• Herb Lang, John Buada, Steve Cortner Project Representatives 
• Meeting assistants around room 

  
II. Process Overview  
  
III.  The CEQA Process  
  
IV.   Project Description  
 
V.   Potential Environmental Impacts  
  
VI. Public Comments 
  
VII.  What’s next 



Process Overview 

 

 
 

 
I. Parties: 

 
• CEQA Lead Agency:  Fresno County Department of Public Works and 

Planning  
• Applicant: Riverbend Sand and Gravel LLC 
• County-hired EIR Consultant:  Sespe Consulting Inc. 
• Public – Tonight and throughout the process 
 

II. Process  
 

• Scoping meeting 
• Preparation of Draft EIR 
• Public comments on Draft EIR 
• Public Meeting on Draft EIR 
• Respond to Comments and prepare Final EIR 
• Planning Commission Meeting 
• Board of Supervisors Hearing 
 
 



The CEQA Process 
NOP 

County Prepares Draft EIR 

County files Notice of Completion and gives public 
notice of availability of Draft EIR 

County Prepares Final EIR 
(includes Responses to Comments on Draft EIR) 

Consideration and Certification of Final EIR by 
Planning Commission/Board 

Findings on Feasibility of Reducing or Avoiding Significant Environmental 
Effects, Statement of Overriding Considerations (if necessary) 

Decision on Project 

File Notice of Determination 
with County Clerk 

30-Day Statute of 
Limitations 



Project Site Location 

 

 
 



Aerial View 

 

 
 



Site Plan 

• Site area = 833 acres 
• Mining area = 619 acres (214 acres preserved (23%)) 

• Min. 100’ setback from Kings River 
• Min. 100’ setback from Riverbend Ave. and 

Goodfellow Ave.  
• Access in all phases from 50’ access road off of 

Goodfellow Ave 
 



Site Plan - Phasing 

 

 
 

• 9 Phases 
• Estimated start of excavation – 2015 
• Estimated Completion – 2090 (75 yrs) 

 

Phases 1 - 5 
 

Phases 6 - 8 
 

Conveyor  
Tunnel 



Project Setbacks 

 

 
 



Project Components 

 

 
 

• Dragline for Excavation  
• Aggregate processing plant 
• Ready Mixed Concrete/Asphalt 
• Recycle 
• Reclamation 
• Max. Mining Depth = 100’ below natural surface 

 
 
 



Proposed 
Project 
Traffic  

 
 

  
 
Truck Trips 

Average Daily  
Trips 

Maximum 
Daily  
Trips 

Aggregate Loads 246 266 
Asphalt 80 212 
Ready-Mix Concrete 136 224 
     Product Truck Totals 462 702 
   
Liquid Asphalt 4 10 
Cement 10 22 
Propane 0.4 2 
Import Concrete/Asphalt for Recycle  

40 
 

40 
Diesel Fuel 0.1 0.1 
     Delivery Truck Totals 52 74 
                     Total Truck Trips 514 776 
   
Aggregate, Asphalt Employees Trips 36 36 

Ready-Mix Concrete Employee Trips 40 40 

Outside Services & Misc Visitors 14 14 
Total Employees & Outside Services         90 90 

   
                                          Total Trips 604 866 
 



Project Vehicle Trip Routes 

 

 
 

 
 

 

80 % Cars 
95% Trucks 

15 % Cars 
4% Trucks 

5 % Cars 
1% Trucks 



Reclamation Plan 

Reclaimed  
Farmland 

Reclaimed  
Farmland 

Riparian &  
Water Habitat 

Riparian &  
Water Habitat 

Reclamation End Uses 
• Approx. 268 Ac Reclaimed Farmland  
• Approx. 351 Ac. Open Space, Riparian & Water 

Habitat 
• 214 acres preserved Open Space/Habitat 



Project Before, During 
Operations and After 

Reclamation 
 

 
 



Project Before, During 
Operations and After 

Reclamation 
 

 
 



Project Before, During 
Operations and After 

Reclamation 
 

 
 



Project Before, During 
Operations and After 

Reclamation 
 

 
 

 



Project Before, During 
Operations and After 

Reclamation 
 

 
 



Project Before, During 
Operations and After 

Reclamation 
 

 
 

 



Potential Environmental Impacts 

 

 
 

The EIR will analyze the following subject areas in detail: 
 

1. Aesthetics 
2. Agriculture 
3. Air Quality/Greenhouse Gasses 
4. Biological Resources 
5. Cultural Resources 
6. Geology and Soils  
7. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
8. Hydrology and Water Quality 
9. Land Use and Planning 
10.Noise 
11.Transportation and Traffic 
12.Utilities and Service Systems  

 
The following subject areas are expected to be scoped out of the EIR because the 
project is not expected to result in impacts: 
 

1. Mineral Resources 
2. Population and Housing 
3. Recreation 

 



Project Schedule 

Scoping Meeting – August 29, 2013 
 
 
 
Draft EIR – This Winter 
 
 
 
Public Hearings – Spring/Summer 2014 



Public Comments 

 

 
 

• Complete comment card and give to assistant 
 

• Verbal limited to 3 minutes if individuals, 5 minutes if group 
 

• Timer – strictly enforced 
 

• Primarily only taking comments/questions  
 

• Except for clarifications to the process or the project, questions from 
tonight’s meeting will be answered in the DEIR. 
 

• Written comments today or mailed by the close of the comment period – 
5:00 p.m. on September 16, 2013 
 

• Comments received will be addressed in the Draft EIR  



Contact Information 
Fresno County Public Works and Planning Department:  
 
2220 Tulare Street, Fresno, CA 93721 
 
Fresno County Public Works and Planning Project Website:  
http://www.co.fresno.ca.us/DepartmentPage.aspx?id=54051 
 
Please send your written comments to: 
  
Attn:  Briza Sholars 
Fresno County 
Department of Public Works and Planning 
Development Services Division 
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor 
Fresno, CA 93721 
 
Phone: (559) 600-4207 
Fax: (559) 600-4200 
 
Email: bsholars@co.fresno.ca.us 
 
 



Riverbend Sand and Gravel Project 
 

 Thank you for your participation 
 
 



 
 
Riverbend Sand and Gravel Project 
Scoping Report    October 2013 
 
 

   
Riverbend Scoping Report      Sespe Consulting, Inc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 3 
 
 

    List of Commenters and Written Comments 
 
 













































































































Environmental Impact Evaluation  Appendices 
 

Riverbend Sand and Gravel Project Draft EIR  July 2014 

 
Appendix A-2 Notice of Preparation 
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