Inter Office Memo

DATE: March 23, 2023
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 12987 — UNCLASSIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
APPLICATION NO. 3742 AND INITIAL STUDY NO. 8230

APPLICANT: CES Electron Farm One

OWNER: Richard Hewitson

REQUEST: Allow the installation of a new solar facility with related
equipment on a 40-acre parcel within the AE-20 (Exclusive
Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

LOCATION: The subject parcel is located on the west side of South Fairfax
Ave. between West Panoche Ave. and West South Avenue

(APN: 027-121-15S) (Section 17, Township 15s, Range 13e)
(Sup. Dist. 1).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

At its hearing of March 23, 2023, the Commission considered the Staff Report and testimony
(summarized in Exhibit "A").

A motion was made by Commissioner Chatha and seconded by Commissioner Arabian to adopt
the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project; adopt the recommended Findings of
Fact in the Staff Report; and approve Unclassified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3742,
subject to the Conditions listed in Exhibit “B”.






RESOLUTION NO. 12987

This motion passed on the following vote:

VOTING: Yes: Commissioners Chatha, Arabian, Abrahamian, Carver, Hill and
Zante
No: None
Absent: Commissioners Ewell and Woolf
Abstain: None

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR
Department of Public Works and Planning
Secretary-Fresno County Planning Commission

By: (}‘f %
William Kettler, Manager
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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NOTES: The approval of this project will expire in two years from the date of approval
unless a determination is made that substantial development has occurred.
When circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit
compliance with this time limit, the Commission may grant an extension not to
exceed one additional year. Application for such extension must be filed with the
Department of Public Works and Planning before the expiration of the
Conditional Use Permit.

The Planning Commission action is final unless appealed to the Board of
Supervisors within 15 days of the Commission's action.

Attachments






RESOLUTION NO. 12987

EXHIBIT A

Initial Study No. 8230
Unclassified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3742

Staff: The Fresno County Planning Commission considered the Staff Report
dated March 23, 2023 and heard a summary presentation by staff.

Presenters: The Applicant’s representative concurred with the Staff Report and the
recommended Conditions. He described the project and offered the
following information:

e The subject parcel is subject to a Williamson Act Contract and the
cancellation portion will be heard by the Board of Supervisors.

e The proposed solar generation facility will provide many benefits to
the community via generating sales tax revenue.

e The project will use union labor and there will be a jobs training
apprenticeship as part of the program. Labor is to be sourced from
within a 50-miles radius of the project location.

Others: No additional individuals presented information in support of or in
opposition to the proposal.

Correspondence: No letters were presented to the Planning Commission in support of or in
opposition to the application.
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