
























DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

May 15, 2017 

Alexis Rutherford, Design Division 
w

Chrissy Monfette, Development Services ()Ii-

Inter Office Memo 

Subject: ER No. 7276 - Lost Lake Park Trail Improvements 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Lost Lake Trail is located within Lost Lake Park, near the town of Friant, approximately 2.6 miles 
downstream of Friant Dam. The existing Trail is located on the south side of Lost Lake Park and is 
used for recreation access to the San Joaquin River. There are various, un-delineated, worn-in 
walking paths that branch off from the end of the trail. Although footpaths have been formed over 
years of use, the existing pathways are not well-defined and present accessibility challenges. The 
existing trail width varies from 8 feet to 12 feet and meanders through brushes, trees, and granite 
outcrops. The existing surface consists of native sand and gravel. There is an existing covered picnic 
area approximately 120 feet from the trailhead parking area, but there is no Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA)-accessible path to reach the picnic area. 

The proposed project will modify 2, 700 feet of the existing Trail to improve accessibility and surface 
durability. To improve access, the Trail will be better delineated and minor grading will be performed. 
In order to preserve the natural setting as well as protect environmentally sensitive areas, any 
removal of existing vegetation would be limited to the extent practicable. Decomposed granite will be 
used for the new Trail surface to provide a stable and durable surface. An ADA-accessible path 
would be constructed from the Trailhead parking lot to the existing picnic area. 

This project is consistent with the revised Fresno County Regional Bicycle Master Plan adopted by 
the Fresno County Board of Supervisors on February 21, 2012. The Project will be funded using 
Fresno County Measure "C" Sales Tax Transportation Funding. 

Determination: 

The proposed project is categorically exempt from the provisions of California Environmental Quality 
(CEQA) under Section 15301 Existing Facilities. 

The following support this determination: 

A Class 1 Exemption applies to projects that consist of the operation, repair, maintenance, 
permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, 
facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, including (h) the maintenance of 
existing landscape, native growth, and water supply. Such projects must also involve 
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency's 
determination. The key consideration is whether the project involves a negligible or no 
expansion of an existing use. 

In the case of this application, the project proposes to improve trail accessibility and surface 
durability by delineating and grading the existing trail. Near the parking area, the existing trail 
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will be paved to provide access to an existing covered picnic area near the parking area. 
There will be no expansion to the length of the trail and no new trails will be added. 

Parts of the trial provide access to the San Joaquin River. The construction plans show that 
the edges of the trail will be marked with river rock and those areas that currently provide 
access will be marked by a break in these rocks. 

The project site contains primarily Tujanga soil, which is typically gravelly sand. The trail will 
be re-enforced with river stone and decomposed granite, presenting a minor change to the 
existing conditions. 

The stones proposed to line the trail were removed from this parcel as part of earlier grading 
activities to create the walking path. 

According to the CUPA list dated January 9, 2017, there are no hazardous materials handlers 
or hazardous waste generators near the project site. 

According to a search of the National Priorities (Superfund) list, dated March 27, 2017, there 
are no hazardous sites in the area of the project. 

No trees or rocks will be removed as part of this project. Removal of vegetation will be limited 
to what is essential to provide a safe trail for the public and what is consistent with standard 
maintenance. 

Following completion of the project, the site will have similar conditions to those existing. The 
major difference will be safer grading and demarcation of the existing trail. 

Therefore, it can be determined that The Lost Lake Trail Improvements project is not expected to 
have a significant impact on the environment and is exempt from the provisions of CEQA. If you have 
any questions, please call me at 600-4245. 
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