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Spanish Translation Available / Disponible en español
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 In the meeting/webinar controls, click Interpretation:
 To hear the Spanish translation, click Spanish:
 Optional: to hear only Spanish, click Mute Original Audio:

 En la configuración de Zoom, haga clic a Interpretation:
 Para escuchar la traducción al español, haga clic a Spanish:
 Opcional: para escuchar solo español, haga clic a Mute Original 

Audio:



Agenda
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 Describe Regulatory Background

 Provide General Plan and Zoning Ordinance Overview

 Discuss Scope of Environmental Impact Report – Focus of this 
meeting



Scoping Meeting Purpose
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 Inform the community & concerned agencies about the project and 
environmental review

 Get your input on scope of environmental review

 Inform the community about future opportunities for input



CEQA Purpose
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 Disclose the significant environmental effects of proposed actions

 Identify ways to avoid or reduce environmental impacts

 Consider feasible alternatives to proposed actions

 Enhance public participation in the planning process



CEQA Process for the General Plan Review and 
Zoning Ordinance Update
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YOU ARE HERE

COUNTY CIRCULATES NOTICE OF 
PREPARATION

COUNTY PREPARES DRAFT EIR

COUNTY FILES NOTICE OF  
COMPLETION

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD
(45-DAY MINIMUM)

COUNTY PREPARES FINAL EIR

COUNTY PREPARES FINDINGS

COUNTY SOLICITS INPUT ON CONTENT OF 
DRAFT EIR 

(i.e., Public agencies and members of the 
public provide  comments)

COUNTY SOLICITS COMMENTS
ON THE DRAFT EIR 

(i.e., Public agencies and members of the 
public provide  comments)

C
EQ

A PR
O

C
ESS

PROJECT IS PRESENTED TO THE 
PLANNING COMMISSION

COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MAKES DECISION ON PROJECT



Notice of Preparation
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 County first circulated a NOP of a Programmatic EIR for the 
proposed project in 2018
 The project was temporarily paused for additional changes in scope 

after 2018 NOP was circulated
 County Board of Supervisors authorized a revised project scope in 

April 2020
 Current NOP was issued to inform agencies and people that the 

County has resumed preparation of the Programmatic EIR



Projected EIR Schedule
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March 1, 2021
 Last day to submit comments on EIR scope in response to the NOP

Summer 2021
 Release of Draft EIR for public comment

Summer/Fall 2021
 Public hearings on the Final EIR & General Plan Review and Zoning 

Ordinance Update



General Plan Review and Zoning Ordinance Update
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Purpose
 The updated General Plan provides the long-term framework for the protection 

of the County’s agricultural, natural, and cultural resources, and for 
development of the County.
 Expands on and strengthens the major policies of the current General Plan to 

meet the challenges and needs facing the County through 2040
 The update also includes addressing laws affecting the General Plan, including 

the addition of an Environmental Justice Element
 The update includes only minimal changes to the land use designations and land 

use maps in the current General Plan
 The Zoning Ordinance update includes provisions, development standards, and 

guidelines for consistency with the revised General Plan and State law



General Plan Review Land Use Diagram
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EIR Approach
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 Program EIR – broad, comprehensive evaluation to cover many 
actions, long-range plans

 Many future development projects will require additional 
environmental review

 Because no specific development projects are proposed, analysis is 
not parcel specific



EIR Approach (cont.)
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 EIR will focus on reasonably foreseeable physical environmental 
effects that could result from the General Plan Review and Zoning 
Ordinance Update

 The EIR will screen which land use changes and policies/programs 
are likely to result in environmental impacts

 Alternatives to the project will be evaluated and considered



Issues to be Analyzed in the EIR
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 In the meeting/webinar controls, click Interpretation:
 To hear the Spanish translation, click Spanish:
 Optional: to hear only Spanish, click Mute Original Audio:

 En la configuración de Zoom, haga clic a Interpretation:
 Para escuchar la traducción al español, haga clic a Spanish:
 Opcional: para escuchar solo español, haga clic a Mute Original 

Audio:



We Welcome Your Comments
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Substantive comments should be on:
 The scope, focus, and content of the EIR
 Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce environmental effects
 Alternatives to avoid or reduce environmental effects

Please direct your comments to:
Chris Motta, Principal Planner
County of Fresno, Department of Public Works and Planning
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
Policy Planning Unit
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor
Fresno, CA 93721
Email: gpr@co.fresno.ca.us

For more information, visit www.co.fresno.ca.us/gpr
Thank you for participating!

http://www.co.fresno.ca.us/gpr
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