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Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

 
April 15, 2020 
 
 
Thien Truong 
County of Fresno 
2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor 
Fresno, California 93721 
ttruong@fresnocountyca.gov 
 
Subject:    Complete Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration  

 Notification No. 1600-2019-0275-R4   
 James Bypass Bridge Replacement Project – Fresno County 

Dear Mr. Truong: 

On December 31, 2019, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) 
received your Notification of Lake or Streambed Alteration (Notification).  On 
April 15, 2020, your Notification was deemed complete.   

The Department is required to submit a draft Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement 
(Agreement) to you within 60 calendar days from the date the Notification is complete, if 
the Department determines that an Agreement is required for the project.  An 
Agreement will be required if the Department determines that your project could 
substantially adversely affect an existing fish or wildlife resource.  Therefore, the 
Department has until June 14, 2020 to issue you a draft Agreement or inform you that 
an Agreement is not required.  Because June 14, 2020 is a weekend day, the 
Department has until June 15, 2020 (the next business day) to issue a draft Agreement. 

Please be advised that you may not proceed with any work until the Department 
executes an Agreement, informs you that an Agreement is not needed, or does not 
provide you with a draft Agreement within 60 days of the date your notification was 
deemed complete.   

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Jim Kitch, 
Environmental Scientist at (559) 243-4014 extension 233 or by email at 
James.Kitch@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Linda Connolly 
Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 34F1CC77-6500-434F-8B0E-9582C01B8295

http://www.cdfw.ca.gov/
mailto:ttruong@fresnocountyca.gov
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10. DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. Substructure and pile foundation 
Construct new cast in drilled hole (CIDH) pile foundations , abutments, wing-walls, piers, and post-
tensioning pier caps. The superstructures will be supported on outrigger pier type abutments that will be cast 
immediately next to the existing seat type abutments.  The existing abutment will serve the purpose of ending 
the cantilever starting at the new abutment, but will not be taking any load. This abutment type allows for 
longitudinal creep, shrinkage, and thermal movements of the superstructure, performs well in seismic events, 
and has low maintenance costs.  The outrigger abutments will be founded on 4 ft. 0 in. diameter CIDH piles 
(total two each abutment).  The intermediate outrigger pier supports will consist of cast-in-place pier caps 
supported on two 4 ft. 0 in. diameter CIDH piles. A precast fill plate will be necessary in between the deck 
and pier caps in order to cast the pier caps under the existing deck and maintain the existing freeboard 
clearance. 
 
A total of twelve 4ft dia. CIDH piles will be installed under the channel bank and bottom for the 2 new 
bridges.  Piles at the abutments are typically shallower than at the intermediate piers. The depth of the piles 
underground ranges from approximately 25.6 ft to 54 ft. Depth of each pile is the different between specified 
tip elevation and cutoff elevation, which can be found in pile data table ( see attached 90% plan, sheet no.12 
and 26).  Construction of the drilled  holes will comply with California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 2015 Standard Specification Section 49-3-02. Dewatering and casing for deep holes may be 
required. Generally, an auger is attached into a shaft and rotated under pressure to dig into the soil. The 
auger, then, is raised above to ground and emptied after being filled with soil. Drilling continues until the 
specified depth is reached. Support for the hole is needed during drilling by means of casing or other 
approved methods. Finally, remove supports, place reinforcement, and pour concrete into the hole.    
 
The abutments consist of PS (pre-stressed) CIP (cast-in-place) outrigger pier caps, 1-foot thick wing walls, a 
shear key, and a backwall. Dimensions for the abutments and its components for each bridge can be found on 
the Abutment Layout on the attached 60% Plans (Sheet No. 14, No. 28) and Abutment Details (Sheet No. 16, 
No. 30). Earthwork must comply with Caltrans Standard Specifications Section 19. Details for excavation 
can be found on Caltrans Standard Plan A62C "Limits of Payment for Excavation and Backfill Bridge" as 
shown below. 
 

 
 
 
Post-tensioning or pre-stressed  pier caps, for abutments and intermediate piers, will be cast-in-place using 
driven steel falsework pipes. Dimensions are 5ft x 6ft x 78ft (4 total) and 5ft x 6ft x 58.67ft (2 total) for 
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western bridge and eastern bridge respectively (see 60% Plans Abutment Layout, Sheet No.14, No.28). 
Falsework will be constructed in accordance to Section 48-2 of Caltrans Standard Specifications, 2015 
edition. The contractor is responsible for designing and constructing safe and adequate falsework. The 
contractor will also be required to submit falsework shop drawings and calculations for approval of the 
engineer before proceeding. Superstructure construction schedule is expected to  occur between July and 
October when water is not present. The contractor typically utilizes conventional joist and plywood 
construction. The plywood sheathing sits atop the joists, which are generally 2x4 or 4x4 material. Ledgers 
support the joists and are typically supported by deck support brackets or hangers that are attached to the 
precast concrete girders. Falsework supports must consist of a driven steel pile system sufficiently embedded 
into the ground to resist the effects of scour or undermining and lateral forces under high river flows. The 
contractor may stage small equipment underneath the bridge deck to install falsework but this will likely take 
place the during dry season when water is not present. After concrete is placed and cured, contractor will 
remove the falsework, clean up the area of debris and haul off site using dump trucks. 
 

2. Bridge demolition 
Bridge removal activities will be implemented in compliance with Caltrans  Standard Specifications, 2015 
edition. A demolition plan depicting the proposed methods of bridge removal accompanied by substantiating 
calculations signed by an engineer will be submitted for approval before starting the demolition process. 
Demolition of existing bridge is considered work within channel, so it would be scheduled to take place 
between months of July and October when water is not present upon regulatory agencies permission. 

In general, the existing bridge demolition and removal work sequence will be as follows: 

A. Saw cut bridge concrete barrier in sections and remove it 
B. Saw cut existing concrete deck panel in sections through its full thickness and lift each slab section 

using cranes or pavement removal buckets mounted on hydraulic excavators. Equipment will be staged 
near the existing bridge abutments.    

C. Each member of the existing superstructure, which consists of concrete girder will be removed 
individually using cranes.  

D. Existing substructures and footing which consist of pier cabs and piers (bridge column), and concrete 
pile will be cut and removed from top to bottom. Cutting shear machine and crane will be used to cut 
and lift cutting parts out of the channel. The concrete pile will be cut off up to 3 ft below ground after 
surrounding soil being excavated. 

E. Existing abutments and wing walls will remain in place.  
F. Backfill voids and grade to existing topography in areas where bridge structure was removed. Light 

compaction equipment will be used for the backfill compaction. 
G. Thorough sweeping and hauling out of demolished material or debris in areas upstream and downstream 

of the bridge. 
H.  Haul out demolished materials to an approved disposal site. 

3. Superstructures 
The bridge superstructures consists of multiple PC PS voided slab girders. The western bridge has two 
exterior spans of 55 ft. 0 in. and one interior span of 70 ft. 0 in. for a total three-span length of 180 ft. 0 in.  
The eastern bridge has a single-span length of 70 ft. 0 in. The depth of the voided slab superstructure in both 
bridges is 2 ft. 3 in. The width of the deck will be a constant 44 ft. 0 in. from BB to EB. Installing the bridge 
superstructure would temporarily impact the project area due to equipment access into the channels to 
perform the works. PC PS girders will be transported to the job site in advance. The capable crane(s) will be 
operated to lift and place girders. 
 
Caltrans type 736/736A concrete barrier will be constructed along the bridges approximately 620 feet. 
Dimensions conform State Revised Standard Plans B11-56.  
 
CIP shear key will be installed on top of each end of pier cap to restrict lateral movement of bridge PS PC 
voided slab girders. The dimensions can be found in 60% Plans Abutment Layout and Details (Sheet No.14, 
No.16, No.28, and No.30). Approximately 56 cy of concrete will be poured to form this bridge feature. 
 
Finish deck consists of 0.25' of polyester overlay, which will be installed for entire deck surface (barrier to 
barrier) using commercial paving machine. One lane of travel will be paved at a time. Total of polyester 
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concrete to be placed will be 79.8 cy. 
 

4. No channel lining feature; No water diversion anticipated 
 

5. PG&E Gas line relocation using HDD method (underground, under channel). 
PG&E will install a new 4” replacement line, approximately 1,200 feet in length via Horizontal Direction 
Drill (HDD) north of the existing gas line within the County Right of Way.  Installation of the new line will 
require excavation of a drill entry pit on the east side James Bypass West Channel bridge (Bridge No. 
42C0066) within the upland area of the Bypass.  The entry pit will measure approximately 15 feet wide by 15 
feet long by 6 feet deep and will require a temporary construction and staging area approximately 70 feet 
wide by 180 feet long.  An approximate 6-foot-wide by 6-foot-long by 6-foot-deep sniff hole will be 
excavated approximately 100 feet east of the entry pit to check for migration of gas during tie-in.  An 
approximate 10-foot-wide by 10-foot-long by 6-foot-deep isolation bell hole will be excavated approximately 
1000’ east of the drill entry pit outside of the Bypass during tie-in of the new line. 
 
A drill exit pit will be located approximately 500 feet west of James Irrigation Canal, Bridge No. 42C0065 
and will measure approximately 15 feet wide by 15 feet long by 6 feet deep.  An approximate 6-foot-wide by 
6-foot-long by 6-foot-deep sniff hole will be excavated approximately 100 feet west of the exit pit to check 
for migration of gas during tie-in.  A temporary staging and construction area measuring approximately 45 
feet wide by 2350 feet long will be required along the edge of Manning Avenue to stage, weld, test, and 
string the new segment of pipe. 
  
Once the new pipeline segment is installed and tied in, two approximately 6-foot-wide by 6-foot-long by 6-
foot-deep bell holes will also be excavated to segment the retired pipeline on either side of both bridges so 
the pipe can then be removed from the bridges. PG&E will then excavate two approximately 8-foot-wide by 
8-foot-long by 6-foot-deep bell holes to cut out existing main line valves.  A temporary staging and 
construction area measuring approximately 53 feet wide by 120 feet long will be required between the two 
bridges noted above.  The remaining underground pipe segments will be abandoned in place after they are 
purged of gas and cleaned, and then filled with either a concrete slurry, grout, or inert gas from each bell 
hole. Please see attached exhibits for mapping. (10A – 60% PG&E Relocation Plans) 
 

6. New asphalt concrete (AC) pavement 
AC overlay entire section between 2 bridges and bridge approaches. New AC thickness is 0.45’ with 
approximately 1890 ton of HMA to be installed. This task also includes disturbance of 910 sy old HMA and 
subbase materials due to cold planing at 2 outermost approaches near the channels. Construction of new AC 
overlay will comply with 2015 Caltrans Standard Specifications section 39-3.02C. General steps are as 
follows: 

A. Outline the replacement area and cut neat lines with a saw or grind into existing structural sections 
to the depth which is pre-determined by the engineer. 

B. Remove the full depth of the existing asphalt concrete surfacing where shown and replaced with 
Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) afterward. The engineer determines the exact limits of AC surfacing to be 
replaced. If you excavate the base beyond specified plane, replace it with HMA. 

C. Do not damage remaining materials in place. 
D. Place new structural sections to meet the project specification and match finishing grade 
E. Do not use a material transfer vehicle for replacing AC surfacing. 
F. Before placing HMA, apply a tack coat as specified  in section 39-2.01C(3)(f). 
G. Place HMA using method compaction as specified in section 39-2.01C(2)(c). 

 
7. Staging area 

It’s up to contractor to arrange staging area for stockpile, equipment, and parking space within pre-defined 
temporary impact area along Manning Ave. Please refer to attached 10A – Activity Map. 
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11. PROJECT IMPACTS 

11B. Additional Information ( Attached Habitat Map in Feet) 
 
The vegetation in the study area primarily consists of Bromus tectorum Herbaceous Semi-Natural Alliance (cheatgrass grassland; 
Sawyer et al. 2009), which is analogous to non-native grassland (Holland 1986). A narrow corridor of Salix gooddingii 
Woodland Alliance (black willow thicket; Sawyer et al. 2009), which is analogous to Great Valley willow scrub (Holland 1986), 
is present along the western bank of the western James Bypass Overflow channel. The remainder of the study area is composed 
of ruderal/developed areas associated with the existing bridges, paved and unpaved roads, and an operational corral. 
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11. PROJECT IMPACTS 
 
11C. (including potential-to-occur species) 
 
Great Valley Willow Scrub: Dominated by Gooding’s black willow (Salix gooddingii) or co-dominant in the tree canopy with 
white alder (Alnus rhombifolia), Fremont’s cottonwood (Populus fremontii), red willow (Salix laevigata), arroyo willow (Salix 
lasiolepis), pacific willow (Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra), black elderberry (Sambucus nigra), and California fan palm 
(Washingtonia filifera).  Shrubs include coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), or red osier dogwood 
(Cornus sericea).  This alliance occurs on terraces along large rivers, canyons, and rocky floodplains of small intermittent 
streams, seeps, and springs.  (CNDDB CTT63410CA) 
 
California alkali grass: Annual herb found in alkaline, vernally mesic soils in sinks, flats, lake margins, chenopod scrub, 
meadows and seeps, valley and foothill grassland, and vernal pool habitat.  Elevation: 2–930 meters.  Typical blooming period is 
March – May. 
 
Hoover’s eriastrum: Annual herb found in chenopod scrub, pinyon and juniper woodland, and valley and foothill grassland 
habitat.  Elevation: 50–915 meters.  Typical blooming period is March–July. 
 
Recurved larkspur: Perennial herb found in chenopod scrub, cismontane woodland, and valley and foothill grassland habitat in 
alkaline soils.  Elevation: 3–790 meters.  Typical blooming period is March–June. 
 
San Joaquin woolly-threads: Annual herb found in chenopod scrub and valley and foothill grassland habitat in sandy soils.  
Elevation: 60–800 meters.  Typical blooming period is February–May. 
 
Crotch bumble bee: This species inhabits open grassland and scrub habitats and nests underground. This species is classified as a 
short-tongued species, whose food plants include Asclepias, Chaenactis, Lupinus, Medicago, Phacelia, and Salvia (Hatfield et al. 
2015). 
 
Blunt-nosed leopard lizard: Occur in semiarid grasslands, alkali flats, low foothills, canyon floors, large washes, and arroyos, 
typically on sandy, gravelly, or loamy substrate and sometimes on hardpan. Occur in areas where abundant rodent burrows are 
available and are rare or absent in dense vegetation or tall grass. 
 
Coast horned lizard: Frequents a wide variety of habitats, commonly occurring in lowlands along sandy washes, coastal sage 
scrub and chaparral in arid and semi-arid climate conditions. Species prefers friable, rocky or shallow sandy soils. 
 
San Joaquin whipsnake: Occurs in open, dry, treeless areas, including grassland and saltbrush scrub and uses rodent burrows 
under shaded vegetation and surface objects. 
 
Burrowing owl: Open, dry grasslands, deserts and scrublands. Subterranean nester, dependent upon burrowing mammals. Winters 
in along the coast only. 
 
Mountain plover: (Wintering) Breeds on open plains at moderate elevations. Winters in short-grass plains and fields, plowed 
fields, and sandy deserts typically at elevations below 915 meters. 
 
Swainson's hawk: Open desert, grassland, or cropland containing scattered, large trees or small groves. Roosts in large trees, but 
will roost on ground if none available. Breeds in stands with few trees in juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, and in oak savannah in 
the Central Valley. 
 
Class Aves Other migratory bird species: Non-native grassland, valley oak woodland, central coastal scrub, windrows, 
landscaping, water tanks, and structures may provide nesting habitat. 
 
Fresno kangaroo rat: Alkali sink-open grassland habitats in western Fresno County. Bare alkaline clay-based soils subject to 
seasonal inundation, with more friable soil mounds around shrubs and grasses. 
 
Giant kangaroo rat: Occur in gently sloping and level piedmont plains and formerly areas supporting saltbrush and perennial 
grasses. Habitat is dominated by introduced annuals, with many shrubs in some areas. Prefers areas of sparse vegetative cover 
and well-drained soils and slope generally less than 9%. 
 
Nelson’s antelope squirrel: Found in Western San Joaquin Valley from 200-1200 ft on dry sparsely vegetated loam soils.  Needs 
widely scattered shrubs, forbes, and grasses in broken terrain with gullies and washes.  Dig burrows or use k-rat burrows. 
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San Joaquin kit fox: Inhabits annual grasslands or grassy open stages with scattered shrubby vegetation; needs loose-textured 
sandy soils for burrowing, and suitable prey base. 
 
San Joaquin pocket mouse: Occurs in dry, open grasslands or scrub areas on fine-textured soils between 350 and 600 m (1100 
and 2000 ft) in the Central and Salinas valleys. 
 
Western mastiff bat: Found in many open, semi-arid to arid habitats, including conifer and deciduous woodlands, coastal scrub, 
grasslands, chaparral, etc.; roosts in crevices in cliff faces, high buildings, trees, and tunnels. 
 
Yuma myotis: Near ponds, streams, lakes or other water sources supporting midges, moths, and other small insects.  Maternity 
roosts are often found in caves, mines, buildings, or tree cavities. 
 



James Bypass Overflow Bridge Replacement Project  
(2 bridges) on Manning Avenue 

In general, the proposed project consists of replacing two structurally deficient 
bridges on Manning Avenue; James Bypass Overflow Bridge, 3.8 miles west of 
State Route 145 (Bridge No. 42C0066) and James Bypass Overflow Bridge, 3.2 
miles east of Colorado Avenue (Bridge No. 42C0067), east of the community of 
San Joaquin. The scope of work includes placing an asphalt concert overlay on 
approximately 790’ of Manning Avenue to match the approach work associated 
with the new bridges and complete the asphalt concrete overlay previously placed 
beyond the project limits. The proposed project would increase public safety by 
replacing two structurally deficient bridges with new bridges built to current design 
standards. 

Manning Avenue within the project limits is a rural major collector with an ADT of 
1,600.  For that reason, the proposed project would be constructed using an 
accelerated method to reduce impacts on the travelling public.  With this method, 
the bridge supports would be constructed underneath the existing bridges allowing 
the roadway to remain open during most of the construction period. This method 
would require approximately 4 3-4 day weekend closures to demolish the existing 
bridges, erect girders, place concrete and asphalt concrete, and complete other 
associated items of work.  To minimize the duration of the road closure, night work 
would be required.   

Contractor staging and access, on-site stockpiling, access road realignment, and 
approach work would be accomplished within the proposed area of potential 
effects.  The Fresno Slough Bridge located just west of Bridge No. 42C0066  would 
not be impacted by the proposed project.   

The James Bypass Overflow bridges were originally built in 1957 and have not 
been modified since their construction. The western bridge (Bridge 42C0066) is a 
concrete channel beam structure with six spans and a concrete precast panel 
deck, approximately 184 feet long and 37 feet wide. The eastern bridge (Bridge 
42C0067) is a concrete channel beam structure with three spans and a concrete 
precast panel deck, approximately 74 feet long and 37 feet wide. Seasonal high 
flows in the James Bypass Overflow area have scoured the foundation of the pier 
footings and the stability of the bridge structures has been compromised.   

The preferred replacement bridge for the western bridge is a 44-foot-wide by 180-
foot-long three-span precast prestressed voided slab bridge with outrigger type 
pile foundations and type 836 barrier rails. The preferred replacement bridge for 
the eastern bridge is a 44-foot-wide by 70-foot-long single-span precast 
prestressed voided slab bridge with outrigger type pile foundations and type 836 
barrier rails. The bridges would be constructed concurrently. 

Up to 25 feet of soil would need to be excavated for the construction of the new 
abutments and wingwalls near the top of the channel embankments. Pile 
excavation is anticipated to require up to 120 feet of excavation.  The contractor 
may install temporary driven steel falsework piles during the dry summer months 
to allow limited work to continue above the channel when the Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board limits work in the channel.  



It is anticipated that construction equipment (concrete trucks, concrete pumps, 
cranes, excavators, etc.) will operate within the channel during the window allowed 
by regulatory agencies. 

Existing right of way is 100’ feet centered about the centerline at the bridges and 
80’ feet centered about the centerline adjacent to the bridges.  Further investigation 
is needed to determine permanent right of way needs.  Temporary construction 
permits and easements are anticipated. Pacific Gas and Electric Co. (PG&E) is 
proposing to retire and replace a section of 4” Gas Transmission Line 111A-1 in 
place and remove two main line valves - Valve 3.79 and Valve 3.88.  As part of the 
pipeline retirement activities, PG&E will remove sections of existing gas line 
attached to the James Irrigation Canal, Bridge No. 42C0065 and the James 
Bypass West Channel Bridge (Bridge No. 42C0066) on Manning Avenue as 
requested by the County of Fresno for the James Bypass Overflow Bridge 
Replacement Project.  

PG&E will install a new 4” replacement line, approximately 1,200 feet in length via 
Horizontal Direction Drill (HDD) north of the existing gas line within the County 
Right of Way.  Installation of the new line will require excavation of a drill entry pit 
on the east side James Bypass West Channel bridge (Bridge No. 42C0066) within 
the upland area of the Bypass.  The entry pit will measure approximately 15 feet 
wide by 15 feet long by 6 feet deep and will require a temporary construction and 
staging area approximately 70 feet wide by 180 feet long.  An approximate 6-foot-
wide by 6-foot-long by 6-foot-deep sniff hole will be excavated approximately 100 
feet east of the entry pit to check for migration of gas during tie-in.  An approximate 
10-foot-wide by 10-foot-long by 6-foot-deep isolation bell hole will be excavated 
approximately 1000’ east of the drill entry pit outside of the Bypass during tie-in of 
the new line.  

A drill exit pit will be located approximately 500 feet west of James Irrigation Canal, 
Bridge No. 42C0065 and will measure approximately 15 feet wide by 15 feet long 
by 6 feet deep.  An approximate 6-foot-wide by 6-foot-long by 6-foot-deep sniff 
hole will be excavated approximately 100 feet west of the exit pit to check for 
migration of gas during tie-in.  A temporary staging and construction area 
measuring approximately 45 feet wide by 2350 feet long will be required along the 
edge of Manning Avenue to stage, weld, test, and string the new segment of pipe.     

Once the new pipeline segment is installed and tied in, two approximately 6-foot-
wide by 6-foot-long by 6-foot-deep bell holes will also be excavated to segment the 
retired pipeline on either side of both bridges so the pipe can then be removed 
from the bridges. PG&E will then excavate two approximately 8-foot-wide by 8-
foot-long by 6-foot-deep bell holes to cut out existing main line valves.  A temporary 
staging and construction area measuring approximately 53 feet wide by 120 feet 
long will be required between the two bridges noted above.  The remaining 
underground pipe segments will be abandoned in place after they are purged of 
gas and cleaned, and then filled with either a concrete slurry, grout, or inert gas 
from each bell hole. 

Please see attached exhibits for mapping. 

Public controversy is not anticipated. 

The proposed project is within the Fresno Sole Source Aquifer recharge area.  
However, the project does not involve a well or sewage disposal and will not result 



in a threat of aquifer contamination or a hazard to public health.  The project will 
be processed as a CE and is therefore exempt from a project-by-project review by 
the EPA 

Sensitive noise receptors are not found within the vicinity of the project.  

The project is located within FEMA Flood Zone A according to FEMA FIRM Map 
Numbers 06019C2575H, Panel 2575 or 3525 (Bridge No. 42C0066) 
06019C2550H, Panel 2550 of 3525 (Bridge No. 42C0067).   

The County would obtain a Stream Alteration Agreement from the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board, and submit a Preconstruction 
Notification to the Army Corps of Engineers prior to construction activities as 
required by the regulations. 
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11. PROJECT IMPACTS 

11B. Additional Information ( Attached Habitat Map in Feet) 
 
The vegetation in the study area primarily consists of Bromus tectorum Herbaceous Semi-Natural Alliance (cheatgrass grassland; 
Sawyer et al. 2009), which is analogous to non-native grassland (Holland 1986). A narrow corridor of Salix gooddingii 
Woodland Alliance (black willow thicket; Sawyer et al. 2009), which is analogous to Great Valley willow scrub (Holland 1986), 
is present along the James Bypass channel and the western bank of the western James Bypass Overflow channel. The remainder 
of the study area is composed of ruderal/developed areas associated with the existing bridges, paved and unpaved roads, and an 
operational corral. 
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11. PROJECT IMPACTS 
 
11C. (including potential-to-occur species) 
 
Great Valley Willow Scrub: Dominated by Gooding’s black willow (Salix gooddingii) or co-dominant in the tree canopy with 
white alder (Alnus rhombifolia), Fremont’s cottonwood (Populus fremontii), red willow (Salix laevigata), arroyo willow (Salix 
lasiolepis), pacific willow (Salix lucida ssp. lasiandra), black elderberry (Sambucus nigra), and California fan palm 
(Washingtonia filifera).  Shrubs include coyote brush (Baccharis pilularis), mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), or red osier dogwood 
(Cornus sericea).  This alliance occurs on terraces along large rivers, canyons, and rocky floodplains of small intermittent 
streams, seeps, and springs.  (CNDDB CTT63410CA) 
 
California alkali grass: Annual herb found in alkaline, vernally mesic soils in sinks, flats, lake margins, chenopod scrub, 
meadows and seeps, valley and foothill grassland, and vernal pool habitat.  Elevation: 2–930 meters.  Typical blooming period is 
March – May. 
 
Hoover’s eriastrum: Annual herb found in chenopod scrub, pinyon and juniper woodland, and valley and foothill grassland 
habitat.  Elevation: 50–915 meters.  Typical blooming period is March–July. 
 
Recurved larkspur: Perennial herb found in chenopod scrub, cismontane woodland, and valley and foothill grassland habitat in 
alkaline soils.  Elevation: 3–790 meters.  Typical blooming period is March–June. 
 
San Joaquin woolly-threads: Annual herb found in chenopod scrub and valley and foothill grassland habitat in sandy soils.  
Elevation: 60–800 meters.  Typical blooming period is February–May. 
 
Crotch bumble bee: This species inhabits open grassland and scrub habitats and nests underground. This species is classified as a 
short-tongued species, whose food plants include Asclepias, Chaenactis, Lupinus, Medicago, Phacelia, and Salvia (Hatfield et al. 
2015). 
 
Blunt-nosed leopard lizard: Occur in semiarid grasslands, alkali flats, low foothills, canyon floors, large washes, and arroyos, 
typically on sandy, gravelly, or loamy substrate and sometimes on hardpan. Occur in areas where abundant rodent burrows are 
available and are rare or absent in dense vegetation or tall grass. 
 
Coast horned lizard: Frequents a wide variety of habitats, commonly occurring in lowlands along sandy washes, coastal sage 
scrub and chaparral in arid and semi-arid climate conditions. Species prefers friable, rocky or shallow sandy soils. 
 
San Joaquin whipsnake: Occurs in open, dry, treeless areas, including grassland and saltbrush scrub and uses rodent burrows 
under shaded vegetation and surface objects. 
 
Burrowing owl: Open, dry grasslands, deserts and scrublands. Subterranean nester, dependent upon burrowing mammals. Winters 
in along the coast only. 
 
Mountain plover: (Wintering) Breeds on open plains at moderate elevations. Winters in short-grass plains and fields, plowed 
fields, and sandy deserts typically at elevations below 915 meters. 
 
Swainson's hawk: Open desert, grassland, or cropland containing scattered, large trees or small groves. Roosts in large trees, but 
will roost on ground if none available. Breeds in stands with few trees in juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, and in oak savannah in 
the Central Valley. 
 
Class Aves Other migratory bird species: Non-native grassland, valley oak woodland, central coastal scrub, windrows, 
landscaping, water tanks, and structures may provide nesting habitat. 
 
Fresno kangaroo rat: Alkali sink-open grassland habitats in western Fresno County. Bare alkaline clay-based soils subject to 
seasonal inundation, with more friable soil mounds around shrubs and grasses. 
 
Giant kangaroo rat: Occur in gently sloping and level piedmont plains and formerly areas supporting saltbrush and perennial 
grasses. Habitat is dominated by introduced annuals, with many shrubs in some areas. Prefers areas of sparse vegetative cover 
and well-drained soils and slope generally less than 9%. 
 
Nelson’s antelope squirrel: Found in Western San Joaquin Valley from 200-1200 ft on dry sparsely vegetated loam soils.  Needs 
widely scattered shrubs, forbes, and grasses in broken terrain with gullies and washes.  Dig burrows or use k-rat burrows. 
 



James Bypass Bridges Replacement Project 
LSAA Notification Supplemental Information 

San Joaquin kit fox: Inhabits annual grasslands or grassy open stages with scattered shrubby vegetation; needs loose-textured 
sandy soils for burrowing, and suitable prey base. 
 
San Joaquin pocket mouse: Occurs in dry, open grasslands or scrub areas on fine-textured soils between 350 and 600 m (1100 
and 2000 ft) in the Central and Salinas valleys. 
 
Western mastiff bat: Found in many open, semi-arid to arid habitats, including conifer and deciduous woodlands, coastal scrub, 
grasslands, chaparral, etc.; roosts in crevices in cliff faces, high buildings, trees, and tunnels. 
 
Yuma myotis: Near ponds, streams, lakes or other water sources supporting midges, moths, and other small insects.  Maternity 
roosts are often found in caves, mines, buildings, or tree cavities. 
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James Bypass Bridge Replacement Project 
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

and Project Notes 
 

Mitigation Measures 
Impact No. Mitigation Measure Language Implementation 

Responsibility 
Monitoring 

Responsibility Time Span 

Biological 
Resources 
 

1. Prior to construction, up to one-year in advance, plant surveys 
shall be conducted at the appropriate times and methods 
according to the following or most current guidelines: 
Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting Botanical Inventories 
for Federally Listed, Proposed and Candidate Plants (United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service 1996); Supplemental Survey 
Methods for San Joaquin Woolly-Threads (California State 
University Stanislaus 2002); and Protocols for Surveying and 
Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations 
and Natural Communities (California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 2009). Extant populations of San Joaquin Woolly-
Threads shall be avoided to the greatest extent practicable. 
The locations of listed plants shall be avoided and temporarily 
fenced or prominently flagged to prevent inadvertent 
encroachment by vehicles and equipment during project-
related activities. Information regarding the location of listed 
plant populations shall be provided to the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s California Natural Diversity 
Database according to their reporting protocols. A completed 
copy of the reporting form and a topographic quadrangle map 
with the population location precisely marked shall be 
submitted to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service. If 
extant populations cannot be avoided, the California 
Department of Transportation will contact the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service to discuss ways to proceed with the 
project and avoid take to the maximum extent practicable. 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design Division, 
Department of 
Public Works and 
Planning (PW&P)   
 

1 year Prior to 
Construction 
 

EXHIBIT B



Biological 
Resources 
 

2. To avoid and minimize potential adverse effects to the 
federally listed blunt-nosed leopard lizard, the following 
Mitigation Measure shall be implemented: Prior to initiation of 
any site preparation and/or construction activities, the County 
of Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning will retain 
a United States Fish and Wildlife Service approved on-call 
biologist to provide oversight over ground-disturbing activities 
and implementation of avoidance and minimization efforts. 
The monitor will coordinate with the County Resident Engineer 
and California Department of Transportation Local Assistance 
regarding any special-status species detections or requests to 
stop construction activities. 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Prior to 
initiation of 
any site 
preparation 
and/or 
construction 
activities 

Biological 
Resources 
 

3. Prior to and during any site preparation and/or construction 
activities associated with the proposed project, the County of 
Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning will 
implement the following conservation measures to minimize 
potential impacts to the Blunt Nosed Leopard Lizard: 
 
a. Project employees will be directed to exercise caution 

when commuting within the James Bypass Overflow area. 
A 20 mile per hour speed limit will be enforced on all 
unpaved roads. 
 

b. Project employees will be provided with written guidance 
governing vehicle use, speed limits on unpaved roads, fire 
prevention, and other hazards. 
 

c. Prior to initiation of any site preparation/construction 
activities, the County of Fresno, Department of Public 
Works and Planning will prepare and supply a PowerPoint 
presentation and sign-in sheets for all construction 
personnel. All individuals who will be involved in the site 
preparation or construction, including the project 
representative(s) responsible for reporting to the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service and the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, will be required to review 
the PowerPoint presentation and acknowledge such 
review via the sign-in sheets. At a minimum, the 
presentation will include a description of the natural history 
of the species with the potential to be affected by the 
proposed project, the penalties for non-compliance, and 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Prior to 
initiation of 
any site 
preparation 
and/or 
construction 
activities 

EXHIBIT B



the boundaries of the work area within which the project 
must be accomplished. To ensure that employees and 
contractors understand their roles and responsibilities, 
training may have to be conducted in languages other than 
English. The sign-in sheet will be returned to the County of 
Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning. 
 

d. A litter control program shall be instituted at the project 
site. All workers shall ensure their food scraps, paper 
wrappers, food containers, cans, bottles, and other trash 
from the project area are deposited in covered or closed 
trash containers. The trash containers shall be removed 
from the project area at the end of each working day. 
 

e. No canine or feline pets or firearms (except for federal, 
state, or local law enforcement officers and security 
personnel) shall be permitted on construction sites to 
avoid harassment, killing, or injuring of listed species. 
 

f. Maintenance and construction excavations greater that 
two feet deep shall be inspected for Blunt-Nose Leopard 
Lizard prior to implementation of the following measure:  
 
i. At the end of each working day, maintenance and 

construction excavations shall be covered, filled in, or 
equipped with earthen escape ramps no greater than 
200 feet apart to prevent entrapment of listed species. 
 

g. All construction activities shall be confined within the 
project construction area, which may include temporary 
access roads, haul roads, and staging areas specifically 
designated and marked for these purposes. At no time 
shall equipment or personnel be allowed outside the 
project area without authorization from the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 

h. All grindings and asphaltic-concrete waste shall be stored 
within previously disturbed areas absent of habitat and at 
a minimum of 150 feet from any jurisdictional feature. 
 

i. Environmentally Sensitive Areas within the Project Impact 
Area, such as active burrows and trees to be preserved, 
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shall be delineated with high visibility temporary fencing at 
least four feet in height, flagging, or other barrier to 
prevent encroachment of construction personnel and 
equipment onto any sensitive areas during project work 
activities. Such fencing shall be inspected and maintained 
daily until completion of the project. The fencing will be 
removed only when all construction equipment is removed 
from the site. 
 

j. Within 30 days prior to any ground disturbance, pre-
construction surveys shall be conducted for federally-
protected species with the potential to occur within the 
BSA, including Blunt-Nosed Leopard Lizard, Fresno 
Kangaroo Rat, Giant Kangaroo Rat, San Joaquin  Kit Fox , 
and San Joaquin Pocket Mouse. These surveys will 
consist of walking surveys of the project limits and 
adjacent areas accessible to the public to determine 
presence of the species. A letter report documenting the 
results of the pre-construction surveys shall be prepared 
and submitted to the County of Fresno Department of 
Public Works and Planning for review and approval. 
 

k. Tightly woven fiber netting or similar material shall be used 
for erosion control or other purposes at the project site to 
prevent special status species from becoming trapped. 
This limitation will be communicated to the contractor 
through use of Special Provisions included in the bid 
solicitation package. 
 

l. Use of rodenticides and herbicides at the project site shall 
be avoided to the maximum extent feasible to prevent 
primary or secondary poisoning of special status species 
and depletion of prey populations on which they depend. 
In the event that the use of herbicides is necessary for 
invasive species control, all uses of such compounds shall 
observe labels and other restrictions mandated by the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 

Biological 
Resources 
 

4. Prior to any site preparation and/or construction activities 
associated with the proposed project, the County of Fresno 
Department of Public Works and Planning shall implement the 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design Division, 
PW&P 

Prior to 
initiation of 
any site 
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following avoidance measures for Blunt-Nosed Leopard 
Lizard: 
 
a. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS)approved biological monitor, shall conduct a pre-
construction survey within the Project Impact Area no 
more than 30 calendar days prior to the start of 
construction. If Blunt Nosed Leopard Lizards are located 
within the action area, the biological monitor will notify the 
County of Fresno Department of Public Works and 
Planning, who will contact the California Department of 
Transportation who, in turn, will contact the USFWS to 
discuss ways to proceed with the project and avoid take to 
the maximum extent practicable. 
 

b. All existing pipes and culverts shall be searched for Blunt 
Nosed Leopard Lizard prior to being moved or sealed to 
ensure that an animal has not been trapped. 
 

preparation 
and/or 
construction 
activities 

Biological 
Resources 
 

5. To mitigate potential impacts to the Coast Horned Lizard and 
San Joaquin Whipsnake, Mitigation Measure Nos. 2, 3 and 4 
above may be implemented. If Coast Horned Lizard or San 
Joaquin Whipsnake are observed within the work area, the 
USFWS approved biologist may relocate these species to an 
area with suitable habitat outside the work area.  
 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Biological 
Resources 
 

6. Implementation of Mitigation Measure Nos. 2 and 3 above will 
be sufficient to mitigate potential impacts to Crotch Bumble 
Bee and its associated habitat. 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Biological 
Resources 
 

7. To minimize potential impacts to Burrowing Owl, the following 
Mitigation Measures shall be implemented: 
 
a. A pre-construction survey will be conducted by a qualified 

biologist to determine the presence of Burrowing Owl 
nesting sites within the Biological Study Area. The survey 
shall be conducted no more than 30 days prior to any 
construction activities for each construction area. This will 
ensure that the Burrowing Owl has not moved onto and is 
not inhabiting the project site. All potential burrows located 
within the construction and work areas will be monitored 
for three (3) consecutive nights using tracking medium at 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Prior to 
initiation of 
any site 
preparation / 
Ongoing  

EXHIBIT B



the burrow entrance to determine the current use. If no owl 
activity is observed during this period, the burrow will be 
destroyed immediately to preclude subsequent use. 
 

b. If active Burrowing Owl nest sites are found within the 
Biological Study Area, the County of Fresno Department of 
Public Works and Planning shall comply with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 1994 Staff Report on 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation Guidelines. 

Biological 
Resources 
 

8. To avoid and minimize potential impacts to Swainson’s Hawk, 
Mountain Plover and other Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
protected species, the following Mitigation Measures shall be 
implemented: 
 
a. If active nests sites of MBTA and California Fish and 

Game Code protected bird species are observed within 
the project site, then the project will be modified and/or 
delayed as necessary to avoid direct take of the identified 
nests, eggs, and/or young; 
 

b. If active nests of raptors and/or bird species of special 
concern are observed within the vicinity of the project site, 
then the appropriate buffer around the nest site (typically 
250 feet for passerines and 300 feet for raptors, not 
including Swainson’s Hawk) will be established. 
Construction activities in the buffer zone will be prohibited 
until the qualified biological monitor has determined that 
the young have fledged the nest and achieved 
independence; and, 
 

c. Active nests shall be documented by a qualified biologist, 
and a letter report will be submitted to the County of 
Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning, 
documenting project compliance with the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code. 
 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Biological 
Resources 
 

9. If any active Swainson’s Hawk nests are discovered within 
one quarter-mile of the Biological Study Area, the biologist will 
determine appropriate construction setback distances based 
on applicable California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
guidelines, at a minimum of 600 feet of the active nest site. 
Construction free buffers will be identified on the ground with 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Ongoing 

EXHIBIT B



flagging, fencing, or by other easily visible means, and will be 
maintained until the biologist has determined that the young 
have fledged. 
 

Biological 
Resources 
 

10. To avoid and minimize potential impacts to the Fresno 
Kangaroo Rat, Giant Kangaroo Rat, Nelson’s Antelope 
Squirrel, San Joaquin Pocket Mouse, and associated habitat, 
the following Mitigation Measure shall be implemented: Prior 
to construction, a qualified biologist will conduct a survey to 
determine the presence or sign (e.g., dens, scat, and tracks) 
of Fresno Kangaroo Rats, Giant Kangaroo Rats and other 
special-status rodents within the project area, not later than 30 
days before the start of construction. If any active dens or 
precincts are identified or, if sensitive species are observed 
within the Biological Study Area, the biologist will notify the 
County of Fresno Department of Public Works and Planning 
and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) of 
the findings, and Caltrans will contact the USFWS to discuss 
ways to proceed with the project and avoid take to the 
maximum extent practicable. 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Biological 
Resources 
 

11. To avoid and minimize potential impacts to the San Joaquin 
Kit Fox, the following Mitigation Measure shall be 
implemented: Within 30 days prior to initiation of site 
disturbance and/or construction, a USFWS approved biologist 
will conduct a pre-construction survey for known or potentially 
sensitive species, including the San Joaquin Kit Fox dens, and 
submit a letter to the Fresno County Department of Public 
Works and Planning, reporting the date the survey was 
conducted, the survey methodology, results and what 
measures were necessary (and completed), as applicable, to 
address any San Joaquin Kit Fox activity within the project 
limits. 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

30 days prior 
to initiation of 
site 
disturbance 
and/or 
construction 

Biological 
Resources 
 

12. Prior to or during project activities, if any observations are 
made of San Joaquin Kit Fox, or any known or potential Kit 
Fox dens are discovered within the project limits, the qualified 
biologist will notify the Fresno County Department of Public 
Works and Planning, who will in turn contact Caltrans, who will 
contact the USFWS to discuss ways to proceed with the 
project and avoid take to the maximum extent practicable. All 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Prior to 
Construction/
Ongoing 

EXHIBIT B



work will stop until such time that Caltrans determines that it is 
appropriate to resume work. 

Biological 
Resources 
 

13. To avoid and minimize potential impacts to Roosting Bat 
species, the following Mitigation Measures shall be 
implemented:  Prior to construction, a survey shall be 
conducted at dawn and at dusk by a qualified biologist to 
identify potential Roosting Bat activity. This survey shall be 
conducted between two (2) to four (4) weeks prior to any 
proposed bridge and or tree removal activities. If Roosting Bat 
activity is identified during the pre-construction survey 
process, the Fresno County Department of Public Works and 
Planning shall coordinate with the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) regarding the biological significance 
of the bat population and appropriate measures that could be 
used to exclude bats from roosting under the bridge. 
Measures may include, but not necessarily include, 
exclusionary devices installed by a qualified biologist. 
 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Prior to 
Construction/
Ongoing 

Biological 
Resources 

14. If it is determined that a substantial impact to Western Mastiff 
Bat, Yuma Myotis, or a maternity roost is present, the Fresno 
County Department of Public Works and Planning shall 
coordinate with CDFW to determine the need for mitigation 
planning. 
 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design Division, 
PW&P 

June 1 – 
September 1 

Biological 
Resources 

15. A qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction surveys, 
at dawn and at dusk, to identify potential roosting bat activity. 
This survey shall be conducted between 2 and 4 weeks prior 
to bridge removal and/or tree removal activities.  If roosting bat 
activity is identified during the pre-construction survey 
process, the County shall coordinate with the CDFW regarding 
the biological significance of the bat population and 
appropriate measures that could be used to exclude bats from 
roosting under the bridge.  Measures may include, but not 
necessarily include, exclusionary devices installed by a 
qualified biologist.  If it is determined that a substantial impact 
to Western Mastiff Bat, Yuma Myotis, or a maternity roost is 
present, then the County shall coordinate with the CDFW to 
determine the need for mitigation planning. 
 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

2 to 4 week 
prior to tree or 
bridge 
removal 
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Biological 
Resources 

16. Prepare a worker education program, which includes the 
following: Retain a qualified biologist who is knowledgeable in 
the biology of the federally-listed species and other protected 
species found in the area and their legislative protection to 
prepare an employee education Power Point presentation for 
all contractors, their employees, and County personnel who 
will be working on-site.  At a minimum, the presentation shall 
include a description of the natural history of the species and 
their habitat with the potential to be affected by the project, the 
general measures that are being implemented to conserve 
these species as they relate to the project, the penalties for 
non-compliance, and the boundaries of the work area within 
which the project must be accomplished. To ensure that 
employees and contractors understand their roles and 
responsibilities, training may have to be conducted in 
languages other than English.  All individuals working onsite 
will be required to acknowledge the training via sign-in sheets. 
 
a. Institute a litter control program at the project site. All 

workers shall ensure their food scraps, paper wrappers, 
food containers, cans, bottles, and other trash from the 
project area are deposited in covered or closed trash 
containers. The trash containers shall be removed from 
the project area at the end of each working day. 
 

b. No canine or feline pets or firearms (except for federal, 
state, or local law enforcement officers and security 
personnel) shall be permitted on construction sites to 
avoid harassment, killing, or injuring of listed species. 
 

c. Provide project employees with written guidance 
governing vehicle use, speed limits on unpaved roads, fire 
prevention, and other hazards. Direct project employees to 
exercise caution when commuting within the James 
Bypass Overflow area.  A 20 mile per hour speed limit will 
be enforced on all unpaved roads. 
 

d. All construction activities shall be confined within the 
project area, which may include temporary access roads, 
haul roads, and staging areas specifically designated and 
marked for these purposes. At no time shall equipment or 
personnel be allowed outside the project area. 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Prior to 
Construction/
Ongoing 

EXHIBIT B



 
 

Cultural 
Resources 

17. In the event that cultural resources are unearthed during 
ground disturbing activities, all work shall be halted in the area 
of the find. An Archeologist should be called to evaluate the 
findings and make any necessary mitigation 
recommendations.  If human remains are unearthed during 
ground disturbing activities, no further disturbance is to occur 
until the Fresno County Sheriff-Coroner has made the 
necessary findings as to origin and disposition. All normal 
evidence procedures should be followed by photos, reports, 
video, etc.  If such remains are determined to be Native 
American, the Sheriff-Coroner must notify the Native American 
Commission within 24 hours. 
 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Hazards and 
Hazardous 
Materials 

18. The concrete used to construct the James Bypass Bridges 
may contain asbestos. An asbestos survey should be 
performed to determine whether or not the concrete will 
require special handling and disposal.  
  

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Hazards and 
Hazardous 
Materials 

19. Testing and removal requirements for yellow traffic striping 
and pavement marking materials shall be performed in 
accordance with Caltrans Construction  Policy Bulletin 99-
2(Caltrans Construction Manual Chapter 7-107E; Caltrans, 
2014a). 

Applicant Fresno County 
Design and 
Construction 
Divisions, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Hazards and 
Hazardous 
Materials 

20. As for all projects proposing excavation, grading, or pile 
driving, the potential exists for unknown hazardous materials 
contamination to be encountered during construction of the 
proposed project. Therefore, for any previously unknown 
hazardous waste material encountered as part of construction 
of the proposed project, the procedures outlined in Appendix E 
(Caltrans Unknown Hazards Procedures), shall be followed 
(Caltrans 2002). 

Applicant Fresno County 
Construction 
Division, PW&P 

Ongoing 

Notes 

Hydrology 
and Water 
Quality 

25. Prior to the start of construction activities, the contractor shall prepare a hazardous material spill prevention control and 
countermeasure plan, which will minimize the potential for, and the effects of, the release of hazardous or toxic 
materials during construction of the proposed project. The plan shall include storage and containment procedures to 
prevent and respond to spills and shall identify the appropriate parties responsible for monitoring the spill response. 
During construction of the proposed project, any spills shall be remedied immediately according to the guidance 
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provided in the spill prevention control and countermeasure plan. The County and Caltrans shall review and approve 
the spill prevention control and countermeasure plan prior to allowing construction to commence. 
 

Hydrology 
and Water 
Quality 

26. Once construction activities are complete, disturbed areas shall be re-vegetated with similar plant vegetation, pre-
approved by the County, to stabilize soils and establish a natural system for erosion control. In addition, a five-foot 
vegetated buffer consisting of native upland plant species shall be planted to treat roadway runoff before it enters the 
channel below. Sediment controls, potentially consisting of fiber rolls, shall also be implemented. 
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INCOMPLETE LETTER AND RESPONSES











County of Fresno 
James Bypass Bridge Replacement Project 
Responses to CDFW Incomplete Letter 
Notification No. 1600-2019-0275-R4 
 
 
Section 6: 

The balance check has been issued. The cost for each bridge has been itemized with the corresponding fee 
as of December 30, 2019. Please see the attached “Section 6 - Revised Fees and Copy of Check”. 

PG&E will be responsible to notify for its project separately and pay the corresponding fee directly to 
CDFW Central Region.  

Section 10: 

It is confirmed that the area depicted on the map (Attached 10A – Activity Map, submitted on Dec 31, 
2020) with the call-out “Staging along Manning Ave within TIA” will be used for parking, staging, and 
stockpiling. The areas will be extended approximately 85ft and 65ft (from Manning C.L.) North and 
South of Manning Ave respectively. 

Access and staging areas as depicted are considered temporary impacts, and no clearing and grubbing are 
required. However, excavation and grading areas needed to construct the abutments and wingwalls, as 
depicted in the maps to be submitted with this response, require vegetation clearing and grubbing per 
State Standard Specifications. Typical excavator with bucket or other suitable machinery may be used to 
complete the works. Clearing and grubbing is in compliance with section 17-2.03 Caltrans Standard 
Specifications as follows: 

• Clear all construction area above original ground of all vegetation, organic materials, concrete, 
masonry, and debris. 

• Grub all construction area to a depth necessary, typically 3 to 6 inch below existing ground, to 
remove all existing stumps, roots, and other objectionable material. 

For horizontal directional drilling (HDD) work, PG&E will be responsible to notify CDFW with required 
information. 

Activity Map at each site (Bridge No. 42C0066 and Bridge No. 42C0067) has been attached along with 
this response. Please see attached “Section 10 – Project Activities Bridge No 42C0066” and “Section 
10 – Project Activities Bridge No 42C0067”. Required information for HDD work will be notified by 
PG&E.  

The Attachment 10A - 60% Construction Plans (submitted on Dec 31, 2019) is the most current one. 
There is a change in the deep foundation construction method from Cast-In-Steel-Shell (CISS) to Cast-In-
Drill-Hole (CIDH); however, the pile locations and dimensions remain the same. The description for 
CIDH method has been incorporated in Attachment 10A – Detailed Project Activity (submitted on Dec 
31, 19). 

  



County of Fresno 
James Bypass Bridge Replacement Project 
Responses to CDFW Incomplete Letter 
Notification No. 1600-2019-0275-R4 
 
 
Section 11: 

It is clarified that the project will affect vegetation. The vegetation types to be impacted are estimated in 
table below in concurrence with information provided in Chapter 4 of the Natural Environmental Study 
(NES). No tree species are anticipated to be removed. 

Vegetation Type Temporary Impact Permanent Impact 
Non-Native Grassland Linear feet: 850.7 

Total area: 3.45 ac. 
Linear feet: 0 
Total area: 0 

Great Valley Willow Linear feet: 980 
Total area: 0.81 ac. 

Linear feet: 0 
Total area: 0 

Ruderal/Developed Linear feet: 1019 
Total area: 6.23 ac. 

Linear feet: 135 
Total area: 0.26 ac. 

 

Impacts Quantities for bridge works are shown in table below. Impacts Quantities for HDD works will be 
notified separately by PG&E. 

 

 

Section 13: (required permits) 

Permits Status Date 
RWQCB Water Quality Certification – Section 401 Applied March 04, 2020 
USACE Pre-Construction Notification – Section 404 Applied March 05, 2020 
CVFPB Encroachment Permit Will be applied  
 

 

Section 14: 

CEQA has been completed for this project. The final Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND), as well as proof of payment of the environmental filling fee, are attached. Please see attached 
“Section 14 – CEQA MND and Initial Study” and “Section 14 – The Environmental Filling Fee” 

 

Permanent    
(ac)

Temporary        
(ac)

Permanent     
(ac)

Temporary         
(ac)

Structure 
Backfill      

(cy)

 Concrete                                 
(Piles and Abutments) 

(cy)

Structure 
Excavation 

(cy)

Grading 
(sy)

West Bridge 
No. 42C0066

0.112 2.443 0.182 7.241 120 158 340 630

East Bridge 
No. 42CC0067

0.048 1.047 0.078 3.249 60 52 130 679

Areas of Disturbance 
within CDFW Jurisdiction

Vegetation Impacts Fill Quantities Soil Displaced



 
  

    

State of California Department of Fish and Wildlife
NOTIFICATION OF LAKE OR STREAMBED ALTERATION
FISH AND GAME CODE SECTION 1602
DFW 2023 (REV. 05/28/19) Page 3     

6.  FEES  

See the current fee schedule to determine th
corresponding fee. Note: CDFW may not process this notification until the correct fee has been received. 

A. Project Name B. Project Cost C. Project Fee 

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

9   

10   

 D. Base Fee (if applicable)  

 E. TOTAL FEE*  

 

* Check, money order, and Visa or MasterCard (select Environmental Fees from Menu) payments are accepted.  

7.  PRIOR NOTIFICATION AND ORDERS  

A. Has a notification previously been submitted to, or a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement previously been issued      
by, CDFW for the project described in this notification? 

Yes (Provide the information below)                  No 

Applicant Notification Number Date 
  

B. Is this notification being submitted in response to a court or administrative order or notice, or a notice of violation 
(NOV) issued by CDFW? 

Yes       No   (Enclose a copy of the order, notice, or NOV. If the applicant was directed to notify CDFW verbally 
rather than in writing, identify the person who directed the applicant to submit this notification, the 
agency he or she represents, and describe the circumstances relating to the order.)                                                  

Name of person who directed notification Agency 

 

Describe circumstances relating to order 

 

 
 Continued on additional page(s) 

James Bypass Bridge Replacement Project - West Bridge No. 42C0691 $4,498,000 $5,313.00

James Bypass Bridge Replacement Project - East Bridge No. 42C0692 $1,847,000 $5,313.00

$10,626.00
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