County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

December 23, 2021

Mark Campise
511 W. North Ave
Fresno, CA 93706

Dear Mr. Campise:

Subject: Resolution No. 12912 —Variance Application No. 4116

On November 18, 2021, the Fresno County Planning Commission approved your variance
application No. 4116 to allow the installation of a 43’-9" high nitrogen tank mounted on a 12’
concrete pad for Cargill Fresno Facility (Beef Processing) on a 56.49-acre parcel located within
the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

Since no appeal was filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors within 15 days, the
Planning Commission’s decision is final.

If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter, please contact me at
eracusin@fresnocountyca.gov or (559) 600-4245.

Sincerely,

et Porsic
Elliot Racusin, Planner
Development Services Division
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Enclosure

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
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Inter Office Memo

DATE: November 18, 2021
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 12912 - VARIANCE APPLICATION NO. 4116
APPLICANT: Julian Morales
OWNER: Cargill Meat Solutions

REQUEST: Allow the installation of a 43’-9” high nitrogen tank mounted on
a 12-foot concrete pad for Cargill Fresno Facility (Beef
Processing) on a 56.49-acre parcel located within the AE-20
(Exclusive Agricultural 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone
District.

LOCATION: The subject parcel is located on the north side of W. North
Avenue between W. North Avenue and S. Fig Avenue, adjacent
southeast from the City of Fresno (APN: 329-020-69) (511 W.
North Avenue) (Sup. Dist. 1).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

At its hearing of November 18, 2021, the Commission considered the Staff Report and
testimony (summarized in Exhibit A).

A motion was made by Chairman Abrahamian and seconded by Vice-Chairman Hill to determine
the required Findings of Fact could be made, stating that Finding 1 could be made as the national
shortage of carbon dioxide highlighted a need to have a larger nitrogen tank to sufficiently serve
the needs of the beef processing facility.

Finding 2 could be made as it was determined there were no significant differences between the
height of the proposed nitrogen tank and other building features that were previously permitted at
increased heights under CUP 3245. In addition, it was deemed necessary for the preservation
and enjoyment of a substantial property right for the applicant as the height variance allowed to
applicant to properly cool the beef products to meet food safety standards.

Based on the ability to make all four required findings, a motion was made to approve Variance
No. 4116, subject to the Conditions listed in Exhibit B.



RESOLUTION NO.: 12912

This motion was passed on the following vote:

VOTING:

Yes: Commissioners Abrahamian, Hill, Carver, and Ewell
No: Commissioners Chatha, and Woolf

Absent: Commissioners Ede, and Eubanks

Abstain: None

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR
Department of Public Works and Planning
Secretary-Fresno Coupty, Planning Commission

By: o

Wilfiam Kettler, Manager
Development Services and Capital Projects Division

WMK:er:im
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NOTES:

Attachments

The approval of this project will expire one year from the date of approval unless
a determination is made that substantial development has occurred. When
circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with
this time limit, the Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one
additional year. Application for such extension must be filed with the
Department of Public Works and Planning before the expiration of the Variance.



RESOLUTION NO.: 12912

EXHIBIT A

Variance Application No. 4116

Staff: The Fresno County Planning Commission considered the Staff Report
dated November 18, 2021 and heard a summary presentation by staff.

Presenters: The applicant along with two representatives of Cargill Meat Solutions
disagreed with the Staff's recommendation. They described their
operation and offered the following information to clarify the intended use:

The use of the nitrogen tank is being precipitated due to a national
shortage of carbon dioxide, which is normally used for cooling the
meat; nitrogen can be used in place of the carbon dioxide when
carbon dioxide is unavailable.

It is necessary for Cargill to be able to properly cool the beef
products to meet food safety standards.

There will be no significant difference between the height of the
proposed nitrogen tank and other building features that were
previously permitted at increased heights under CUP 3245.

No potential tank placement alternatives were deemed feasible
due to the limitations of an adjacent fire lane and necessary
parking spaces.

Location of the tank at a further location on site is unworkable due
to the Nitrogen being limited to a maximum of 100 feet of line
before it becomes gasified.

Others: No individuals presented information in support of or in opposition to the
project.
Correspondence: No letters were presented to the Planning Commission in support of or in

opposition to the application.

WMK:er:im
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