County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

March 27, 2018

Warren Hutchings
1201 Delta View Road #5
Hanford CA 93230

Dear Applicant:

Subject: Resolution No. 12689 - Initial Study Application No. 7353 and Classified
Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3590

On January 25, 2018, the Fresno County Planning Commission approved your Classified
Conditional Use Permit with Conditions. A copy of the Planning Commission Resolution is
enclosed.

Since no appeal was filed with the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors within 15 days, the
Planning Commission’s decision is final.

The approval of this project will expire two years from the date of approval unless a
determination is made that substantial development has occurred. When circumstances
beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with this time limit, the
Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one additional year. Application for such
extension must be filed with the Department of Public Works and Planning before the expiration
of the Classified Conditional Use Permit.

If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter please contact me at
eahmad@co.fresno.ca.us or 559-600-4204.

Sincerely,

&>

et i

Ejaz Ahmad, Planner
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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Enclosure

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721 / Phone (559) 600-4497 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 / FAX 600-4200
The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



Inter Office Memo

DATE: January 25, 2018
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 12689 - INITIAL STUDY APPLICATION NO. 7353 and
CLASSIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 3590

APPLICANT: Warren Hutchings
OWNER: Eric & Katelyn te Velde
REQUEST: Allow an increase in the number of mature milk cows from

5,384 to 6,084 (net increase of 700 head) for an existing
dairy and allow the use of methane from an existing lagoon
digester to fuel a new gas engine to produce renewable
electrical power for the dairy operation and to be sold to
the power grid on an approximately 215-acre portion of a
518.45-acre parcel in the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural,
20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District.

LOCATION: The subject property is located on the southeast corner of
Howard and Elkhorn Avenues approximately 1.4 miles
west of the unincorporated community of Burrel (12103 W.
Elkhorn Avenue, Burrel, CA) (Sup. Dist. 1) (APN 050-170-
418).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

At its hearing of January 25, 2018, the Commission considered the Staff Report and testimony
(summarized in Exhibit A).

A motion was made by Commissioner Abrahamian and seconded by Commissioner Chatha to
adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project, adopt the recommended
Findings of Fact in the Staff Report, and approve Classified Conditional Use Permit Application
No. 3590, subject to the Conditions listed in Exhibit B.



RESOLUTION NO. 12689

This motion passed on the following vote:

VOTING: Yes: Commissioners Abrahamian, Chatha, Borba, Delahay, Ede,
Lawson, Vallis and Woolf
No: None
Absent: Commissioner Eubanks
Abstain: None

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR
Department of Public Works and Planning
Secretary-Fresno County Planning Commission
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William M. Kettler, Manager
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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NOTE: The approval of this project will expire two years from the date of approval unless a
determination is made that substantial development has occurred. When
circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with this
time limit, the Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one additional year.
Application for such extension must be filed with the Department of Public Works and
Planning before the expiration of the Classified Conditional Use Permit.

Attachments



RESOLUTION NO. 12689

EXHIBIT A

Initial Study Application No. 7353
Classified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3580

Staff: The Fresno County Planning Commission considered the Staff Report
dated January 25, 2018, and heard a summary presentation by staff.

Applicant: The Applicant concurred with the Staff Report and the recommended
Conditions. He described the project and offered the following information
to clarify the intended use:

e The subject application was required due to the proposed addition of
700 hundred milk cows and a second gas engine on the subject dairy
site, which will maximize the as-built capacity for the existing dairy.

e The digester produces more methane gas than we anticipated; the
excess methane is currently going into the atmosphere.

e The existing on-site digester is currently operational; the second
engine will be placed inside an existing building and will capture
excess methane to produce electricity for the dairy operation and the
power grid.

Others: One individual representing the Applicant presented information in
support of the application, stating that State Senate Bill (SB) 1122 allows
digesters to produce electricity on dairy sites for sale to utility companies;
digesters reduce methane emissions; in terms of emission impact, one
cow that contributes to a digester is equivalent to taking one car off the
road.

No individuals presented information in opposition to the application.

Correspondence: No letters were presented to the Planning Commission in support of or in
opposition to the application.
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EXHIBIT B
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