Inter Office Memo

DATE: December 14, 2017
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 12682 - INITIAL STUDY APPLICATION NO. 7286 and
CLASSIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 3574

APPLICANT: CH4 Power
OWNER: John Verwey
REQUEST: Allow an anaerobic digester to collect methane (biogas)

from an existing dairy operation in the AE-20 (Exclusive
Agricultural, 20-acre minimum parcel size) Zone District and
use methane to fuel an electrical power generator to
produce renewable electrical power. Generated electricity
will be used both for the dairy operation and to be sold to the
power grid.

LOCATION: The subject property is located on the south side of Floral
Avenue approximately 2,642 feet west of its intersection with
S. Jameson Avenue and 5.2 miles northeast of the
unincorporated community of Helm (11883 W. Floral
Avenue, Fresno) (Sup. Dist. 4) (APN 041-030-20S, 47S &
48S).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

At its hearing of December 14, 2017, the Commission considered the Staff Report and testimony
(summarized in Exhibit A).

A motion was made by Commissioner Abrahamian and seconded by Commissioner Eubanks to
adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project, adopt the recommended
Findings of Fact in the Staff Report, and approve Classified Conditional Use Permit Application
No. 3574, subject to the Conditions listed in Exhibit B.



RESOLUTION NO. 12682

This motion passed on the following vote:

VOTING: Yes: Commissioners Abrahamian, Eubanks, Borba, Chatha, Delahay,
Ede, Lawson and Woolf
No: None
Absent: Commissioner Vallis
Abstain: None

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR
Department of Public Works and Planning
Secretary-Fresno County Planning Commission

William M. Kettler, Manager
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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NOTE: The approval of this project will expire two years from the date of approval unless a
determination is made that substantial development has occurred. When
circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with this
time limit, the Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one additional year.
Application for such extension must be filed with the Department of Public Works and
Planning before the expiration of the Classified Conditional Use Permit.

Attachments



RESOLUTION NO. 12682
EXHIBIT A

Initial Study Application No. 7286
Classified Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3574

Staff: The Fresno County Planning Commission considered the Staff Report
dated December 14, 2017, and heard a summary presentation by staff.

Applicant: The Applicant's representative concurred with the Staff Report and the
recommended Conditions. He described the project and offered the
following information to clarify the intended use:

e The project entails collection of methane gas from cow manure at an
existing dairy and converting it into renewable energy.

e From the existing on-site manure separator, manure is currently placed
on agricultural fields as compost.

e As part of the subject proposal, manure will pass through a sealed
chamber for methane gas to be captured and piped into a mechanical
room to produce electricity. The processed manure will then be used as
a bedding for cows and subsequently as compost.

e The digester will reduce odor from the manure, and dairies close to
urban areas in other states are also installing digesters to reduce odor.

¢ We have fully complied with Air District requirements for the project.
Others: No other individuals presented information in support of the application.

One individual representing the Leadership Counsel for Justice and
Accountability presented information in opposition to the application, stating
the project will have a cumulative impact on air quality and will increase
nitrous oxide and ammonia released into the air, which are precursors to
ozone and PM2.5, and which are the main offenders for bad air quality in
the Central Valley. :

Correspondence: No letters were presented to the Planning Commission in support of or in
opposition to the application.
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EXHIBIT B
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County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

February 26, 2018

CH4 Power
145 N. N Street #A
Tulare CA 95274

Dear Applicant:

Subject: Resolution No. 12682 - Initial Study Application No. 7286 and Classified
Conditional Use Permit Application No. 3574

On December 14, 2017, the Fresno County Planning Commission approved your Classified
Conditional Use Permit with Conditions. A copy of the Planning Commission Resolution is
enclosed.

Since no appeal was filed with the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors within 15 days, the Planning
Commission’s decision is final.

The approval of this project will expire two years from the date of approval unless a determination
is made that substantial development has occurred. When circumstances beyond the control of
the Applicant do not permit compliance with this time limit, the Commission may grant an
extension not to exceed one additional year. Application for such extension must be filed with the
Department of Public Works and Planning before the expiration of the Classified Conditional Use
Permit.

If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter please contact me at
eahmad@co.fresno.ca.us or 559-600-4204.

Sincerely,

Ejaz Ahmad, Planner
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
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Enclosure

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721 / Phone (559) 600-4497 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 / FAX 600-4200
The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



