Inter Office Memo

DATE: June 8, 2017
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Planning Commission

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 12652 - VARIANCE APPLICATION NO. 4004

APPLICANT/
OWNER: Madeline Tyler Sheldon/Sheldon Family Trust
REQUEST: Allow the creation of a 2.85-acre parcel from an existing 57.16-

acre parcel in the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre
minimum parcel size) Zone District.

LOCATION: The subject parcel is located at the northeastern corner of the
intersection of North Cornelia Avenue and West Whitesbridge
Avenue, approximately one mile west of the nearest city limits
of the City of Fresno (4770 W. Whitesbridge Avenue) (SUP.
DIST. 1) (APN 326-080-19).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:

At its hearing of June 8, 2017, the Commission considered the Staff Report and testimony
(summarized in Exhibit A).

A motion was made by Commissioner Mendes and seconded by Commissioner Ede to adopt
the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for Initial Study No. 7174, adopt the required
Findings for approval of a Variance, stating that Findings 1 and 2 could be made because the
oranges, home, and barn are all more than 100 years old and that Finding 4 could be made
because the small size of the parcel is similar to other parcels in the area, and approve
Variance No. 4004, subject to the Conditions listed in Exhibit B.



RESOLUTION NO. 12652

This motion passed on the following vote:

VOTING: Yes: Commissioners Mendes, Ede, Abrahamian and Eubanks
No: Commissioners Borba, Chatha and Woolf
Absent: Commissioner Vallis
Abstain: None
Recused: Commissioner Lawson

STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR
Department of Public Works and Planning
Secretary-Fresno County Planning Commission

(4

William M. Kettler, Manager
Development Services Division

WMK:ksn
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NOTE: The approval of this project will expire one year from the date of approval unless the
required mapping application to create the parcels is filed in accordance with the
Parcel Map Ordinance. When circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do
not permit compliance with this time limit, the Commission may grant an extension
not to exceed one additional year. Application for such extension must be filed with
the Department of Public Works and Planning before the expiration of the Variance.

Attachments



Staff:

Applicant:

Others:

Correspondence:

CMM:ksn

RESOLUTION NO. 12652
EXHIBIT A
Variance Application No. 4004

The Fresno County Planning Commission considered the Staff Report
dated June 8, 2017, and heard a summary presentation by staff.

The Applicant’s representative did not concur with the Staff Report and
the recommended Conditions. He described the project and offered the
following information to clarify the intended use:

¢ The Applicant’s family has owned the parcel since 1897, and her
ancestors had worked on the farm prior to purchasing it.

e There is significant sentimental value to the home because the
Applicant’'s mother was born and died there.

e The oranges are also 120 years old and must be included in a
homesite parcel for the existing residence.

e The agricultural portion of the property will be sold to a nearby farmer.

e Approval of this variance request would result in no changes to the
existing uses at the property.

¢ The existence of the historical homesite provides an exceptional
circumstance on the parcel and the applicant should have the right to
create a homesite parcel.

¢ The Applicant preferred not to arrange a life estate and not to lease
the remainder of the parcel.

No other individuals presented information in support of or in opposition to

the application.

Three letters were presented to the Planning Commission in support of
the application and no letters were presented in opposition.
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EXHIBIT B
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County of Fresno

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR

June 26, 2017

Madeline Tyler Sheldon/Sheldon Family Trust
4770 W. Whitesbridge Road
Fresno CA 93706

Dear Applicant:
Subject: Resolution No. 12652 - Variance Application No. 4004

On June 8, 2017, the Fresno County Planning Commission approved your application with
Conditions. A copy of the Planning Commission Resolution is enclosed.

Since no appeal was filed with the Clerk to the Board of Supervisors within 15 days, the
Planning Commission'’s decision is final.

The approval of this project will expire one year from the date of approval unless the required
mapping application to create the parcels is filed in accordance with the Parcel Map Ordinance.
When circumstances beyond the control of the Applicant do not permit compliance with this time
limit, the Commission may grant an extension not to exceed one additional year. Application for
such extension must be filed with the Department of Public Works and Planning before the
expiration of the Variance.

If you have any questions regarding the information in this letter please contact me at
cmonfette@co.fresno.ca.us or 559-600-4245.

Sincerely,

Chrissy Monfette, Planner

Development Services Division
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Enclosure

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721/ Phone (559) 600-4497 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 / FAX 600-4200
The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



