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BACKGROUND

On November 24, 2020, the Board of the Supervisors approved ZCTA No. 380 amending the text of 
the Zoning Ordinance related to Single Room Occupancy, Density Bonus, Emergency Shelters and 
Reasonable Accommodations to bring the Ordinance in compliance with the law. 

The proposed amendments are a follow-up to those amendments that were approved by the Board 
in November 2020 to implement legislations that have been signed into law since November 2020 
related to Reasonable Accommodations, Supportive Housing, and the Density Bonus law.  



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

• To amend Section 855 of the Zoning Ordinance as follows:

 Delete subsection 855-0.4. related to “Reasonable Accommodations” in its entirety 
and replace it with an updated version to bring the Ordinance in compliance with the 
law.

 Amend subsection 855-P. of the Ordinance related “Density Bonus” to update the 
Ordinance and bring it in compliance with the law.

• To amend sections 827,828,829,832,and 836 of the Zoning Ordinance related to  
“Supportive Housing” to allow supportive housing as a permitted use in all zone districts 
where multifamily housing is permitted to bring the Ordinance in compliance with the 
law. 



DEFINITIONS 

• A “Reasonable Accommodation” is typically an adjustment to physical design standards of building or                                                   
zoning regulations that may be necessary to allow persons with disabilities to have an equal opportunity 
to use and enjoy a residential dwelling, including public and common use spaces. 

• A “Supportive Housing” is a permanent affordable housing with no limit on length of stay that is occupied 
by the target population and that is linked to on- or off-site services that assist the supportive housing 
resident in retaining the housing, improving his or her health status, and maximizing his or her ability to 
live and, when possible, work in the community. 

• A ”Density Bonus” is a development incentive that allows developers to increase the maximum allowable 
development for a proposed development, as defined by a local zoning code, as an incentive to provide 
affordable housing units. Density bonus programs are a common planning tool at local, county, and state 
levels, but can vary greatly both in the kinds of bonuses offered and the policy goals the incentives are 
intended to address. Most experts agree that density bonus programs are most effective as a planning 
tool in locations with strong real estate market demand and a limited amount of developable land.



Necessary Actions

Recommended Action 

• Recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve Amendment to Text of the Zoning Ordinance 
Application No. 383 modifying the text of the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance related to 
Reasonable Accommodations, Supportive Housing, and Density Bonus bring the Ordinance in 
compliance with the law; and

• Recommend that the Board of Supervisors determine that the recommended action is exempt 
from CEQA per section15061(b)(3), as there is no possibility that the recommended actions may 
have a significant effect on the environment; and

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution forwarding Amendment to Text of the Zoning 
Ordinance No. 383 to the Board of Supervisors with a recommendation for approval.
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