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Planning Commission Staff Report 
Consent Agenda Item No. 1    
September 15, 2022 
SUBJECT: Unclassified Conditional Use Permit No. 3607- Second One-Year 

Time Extension 

Allow a 5-megawatt solar photovoltaic power generation facility 
with related improvements on an approximately 47-acre portion of 
an 88.23-acre parcel in the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre 
minimum parcel size) and AE-40 (Exclusive Agricultural, 40-acre 
minimum parcel size) Zone Districts. 

LOCATION: The project site is located on the east side of Shell Road, 0.4 miles 
northeast of its intersection with Oil City Road, and 2.6 miles north 
of the nearest city limits of the City of Coalinga (APN: 070-020-07) 
(Sup. Dist. 4). 

OWNER:  James Anderson 

APPLICANT:  Forefront Power 

STAFF CONTACT: Elliot Racusin, Planner 
(559) 600-4245 

David Randall, Senior Planner 
(559) 600-4052 

RECOMMENDATION: 

• Approve a second one-year Time Extension for Unclassified Conditional Use Permit No.
3607 

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action.
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EXHIBITS: 

1. Location Map

2. Existing Zoning Map

3. Existing Land Use Map

4. Resolution 12786 approving CUP 3617 with Conditions of Approval and Project Notes

5. Unclassified Conditional Use Permit Time Extension Request Letter

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

The proposed project has not changed since the original approval and adoption of the mitigated 
negative declaration. The applicant is requesting a Time Extension due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

A Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) prepared for Initial Study No. 7439 was adopted by the 
Fresno Planning Commission in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) with approval of Classified Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 3607 on July 18th, 2019.  

Section 15162(b) of the CEQA Guidelines provides that once a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
has been adopted for a project, no subsequent Mitigated Negative Declaration shall be 
prepared unless: 

1) substantial changes are proposed to the project.

2) substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken; or

3) new information of substantial importance is presented which was not known and could
not have been known at the time the previous Mitigated Negative Declaration was
adopted.

Staff has not received any comments or information that the circumstances noted in the above 
criteria are present. Therefore, it has been determined that no further CEQA documentation is 
required for the subject proposal. 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

Notices were sent to 7 property owners within 2,640 feet of the subject parcel, exceeding the 
minimum notification requirements prescribed by the California Government Code and County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

PROCEDURAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

A Conditional Use Permit is only valid for two years after its approval unless substantial 
development is undertaken. Where circumstances beyond the control of the applicant cause 
delays, the Planning Commission may grant up to two (2), one (1) year time extensions.  

The Planning Commission’s Jurisdiction in evaluation of Time Extension requests is limited to 
determining that the environmental documents are still appropriate and whether the applicant 
should be granted an additional year to exercise the Conditional Use Permit. 
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The decision of the Planning Commission on a Time Extension for an Unclassified Conditional 
Use Permit is final, unless appealed to the Board of Supervisors within 15 days of the 
Commission’s action. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

1. On July 18th, 2019, the Planning Commission approved CUP 3607 for a Solar facility.

2. On July 1, 2021, the applicant submitted an application for this time extension, and was
approved by the Planning Commission on August 26, 2021 which extended the date
substantial development must occur to August 6th, 2022.

3. On July 12, 2022, the applicant submitted an application for this time extension, which if
approved will extend the date substantial development must occur to August 6th, 2023.

DISCUSSION: 

According to the Applicants request letter, additional time is needed to complete construction 
drawings and process permit applications due to delays caused by Covid-19 restrictions, (see 
Exhibit 5).  

Hence, it can be determined that a Time Extension request for Unclassified Conditional Use 
Permit No. 3607 is appropriate, as the circumstances are beyond the control of the applicant 
and have caused delays which do not permit compliance within the one-year time limit 
established by the zoning ordinance. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment was received as of the date of preparation of this report. 

CONCLUSION: 

Staff recommends that the second one-year Time Extension for Unclassified Conditional Use 
Permit No. 3607 should be approved based on factors by the applicant regarding Covid-19. 
Approval of this Time Extension will extend the expiration date August 6th, 2023.  

PLANNING COMMISSION MOTIONS: 

Recommended Motion (Approval Action) 

• Move to approve the second one-year Time Extension for Unclassified Conditional Use
Permit No. 3607

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action.

Alternative Motion (Denial Action) 

• Move to deny the second one-year Time Extension request for Unclassified Conditional Use
Permit No. 3607 based on (state reason for denial).

• Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action.
ER 
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CUP 3607

July 8th, 2022 

Department of Public Works and Planning 

Development Services and Capital Projects Division 

2220 Tulare St. 6th Floor  

Fresno, CA 93721 

RE: Time Extension for CUP 3607 

APN 070-020-07 

Justification: 

The construction and installation of a photovoltaic solar system has been previously reviewed and approved 

by the County. There is no change to the design and use of the approved project. The applicant has not 

been able to complete construction drawings and process permit applications due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

Construction slowdowns caused by Covid-19 regulations has resulted in the need for a CUP permit extension. 

Please contact me at (831) 262-2069 or jeff@epdsolutions.com with any questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EPD Solutions, Inc. 

Jeff Alvarez 

EXHIBIT 5

mailto:jeff@epdsolutions.com
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